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Aln June of 1990, the supertanker
Mega Borgcarrying 41 million gallons
of light Angolan crude exploded and
caught fire at a lightering area 60 NMI
south of Galveston

£6.1 million gallons of oil were P
released into the Gulf of Mexico. 50%&

of the light crude burned and 25% =
evaporated leaving nearly 1.3 million
gallons of oil in the water

AHistorical climatology of the area and =
local wind data suggested the oil |
would be carried south toward Corpus g&72=
Christi S

AContrary to the historical data, the
currents were running up coast and
transported the oil northeast to the
Bolivar peninsula with some tar balls
reaching as far as the Louisiana coast

------



310 million tons of imported crude oll are transported
through the Gulf of Mexico every year. Over 20% of
that is lightered to smaller tankers for delivery to ports
In Texas. On average 5 tankers/day.(10,000 DWT or
larger) call on the port of Houston.

1991 the state of Texas passed the Oil Spill Prevention
and Response Act and named the Texas General Land
Office (TGLO) as thelead agency in responding to and
preventing oll spill damage along the Texas coast

The Coastal Protection Fund was established by state
law In the same year. This law allows the TGLO to
Impose a 2 cent/barrel tax on all oil or condensate
passing through Texas ports. Fund is capped at 25
million dollars.



Aln the fall of 1994, GERG
responded to a request from &
the TGLO to design a system £
to provide spill response '
managers with near real
time surface current
iInformation

AData should be a public L
resource, made available in” ===
near real time to the public

AAll data were to be archived
and accessible over the web

AThree months prior to the deployment of the first TABS,buoy,
the M/T Skaubay collided with M/T Berge Banker In the
lightering area south of Galveston releasmgapproxmately
2000 barrels of oil into the Gulf 5 &
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ATABS program is funded by the state government primarily
through the 2 cent per barrel tax collected by the Coastal
Protection Fund

ATABS is an operations focused, program, a science program
and a public resource.

AData are also used in education, research, commercial and
sport fisheries, search and rescue operations etc.

AGERG involves graduate and undergraduate student workers
In the operation, maintenance and development of TABS
buoys

AEngineering students work with software development,
mechanical engineering and electrical engineering






