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ÅDevelopment of Ocean Observing 

Systems

ÅState and Regional Marine Management 

Issues

ÅApproaches to Ecosystem Management

ÅUsing emerging technology to address 

regional issues



2007 Priorities:

ÅResearch and monitoring

ÅWater quality

ÅMarine Life Management Act

and Marine Life Protection Act

ÅGovernance

California Ocean Protection Council



Linking those who benefit from information collected by observing 

systems to those who run the systems. 

The main goals are to ensure that existing and new observing 

systems: 

ÅAddress the Stateôs management priorities

ÅAre sustained over time

ÅMeet the needs of a broad suite 

of users, from scientists to resource 
managers to the general public. 

California Ocean Science 

Applications Program



OSAôs Primary Role

ÅIdentify or establish statewide priorities for new and 
existing ocean information

ÅIdentify observing system needs and markets within 
state agencies

ÅCommunicate needs to the observing system 
developers

ÅFacilitate the flow of communication and encourage 
use of new decision making tools by state and federal 
managers





California Current 

Ecosystem Based Management

Initiative
ÅInterdisciplinary group of social and natural scientists, 

working at numerous academic, government and non-
governmental organizations, along with some key 
management and policy experts

ÅAssess the state of the science needed for large-scale 
EBM, develop research agendas for addressing the 
primary knowledge gaps, and test a framework for using 
scientific understanding about trade-offs among key 
ecosystem services 

Web: http://imsucsc.edu/CCEBM





Coastal Ocean Currents Monitoring Program
CA Ocean Currents 
Monitoring Program

ÅIntegrated monitoring 
of currents in the coastal 
ocean. 

ÅCovers the entire 
California coast

ÅMeasures and maps 
surface currents, in real 
time, out to about 180 
kilometers.

Å12 institutions and 29 
co-PIs


