MPC Notes
October 1, 2006

Meetings & Class Visits
In an effort to learn more about each division, I will be attending a meeting of each area throughout the fall term.  Thank you for your willingness to include me.  My interest is to listen to you and your discussion of division business.  I’ve also scheduled some class visitations and informal chances to tour class rooms.  Again, thank you.  If you are interested in arranging something, please let me know.

Enrollment & Outreach

As part of the continuing effort to enhance outreach and boost enrollment, outreach efforts have been expanded to new outlets based on feedback from faculty, areas schools, and community groups. The spring 2007 class schedule is also under review to make sure it is as accessible as possible.  As part of that effort, we are reorganizing the Spanish-language material in the schedule and implementing a Spanish-language telephone line. The schedule will also feature a separate section highlighting Marina and other off campus classes. [Thank you for your suggestions to improve the schedule.] We plan to mail the schedule to all households in the district and distribute it through the Herald.  Please do not under estimate the effect of your encouragement on students to continue their studies in the spring.  All retention studies highlight the importance of students having positive interactions with faculty and staff, in and out of the classroom.  The more you know about MPC’s operations, the more you can help students.  Don’t be shy.  Ask questions.  That’s what I’m doing!
Ground Breaking for MPC’s Child Development Center

The ground breaking for the new Child Development Center is scheduled for Thursday, October 5, at 11:00 am.  This event marks an exciting step in the development of our campus.  Please join us if you can.  The peanut butter sandwiches and “ants on a log” (celery with cream cheese and raisins) will be great.
VPAA Selection Process

The selection committee for the Vice President of Academic Affairs position will be interviewing candidates in early October. In addition, a schedule for campus forums during the week of October 16 for the position finalists has been developed in consultation with the Academic Senate.  The forums are open to everyone and are intended to provide the opportunity to hear the finalists answer questions developed by the Academic Senate.  Following the forums, I invite you to send me your individual comments on the finalists.  A detailed schedule for the forums will be distributed in the near future.

Senate Bill 361 Signed 

Governor Schwarzenegger signed SB 361 last Friday.  This legislation revises the funding mechanism for California community colleges, providing a more equitable system for distributing apportionment income. It is the enabling legislation for the 2006-2007 budget and provides for a reduction in California resident enrollment fees from $26 a credit unit to $20 a credit unit, effective spring 2007.  As a result, direct costs for California resident students will be less in the spring.  We hope this reduction will contribute to enrollment growth.
Parking & Transportation

In response to comments from students, faculty, and staff about parking, I’ve asked Joe Bissell to oversee the development of a Parking & Transportation plan through the Facilities Committee.  This document will include more than a discussion of parking.  Since the amount of land available for on campus parking is finite, we need to examine the issue of transportation to campus in a comprehensive manner.  This examination should include parking, bicycle and pedestrian access, bus transportation, ride share programs, class schedule patterns, and consideration of off site parking.  If you have suggestions, please forward them to Joe.

CEQAs 
The California Environmental Quality Act requires that a report describing the impact of construction projects be developed and distributed for public review prior to being certificated by the appropriate jurisdiction.  The college interacts in this process for all of its on campus projects, its projected projects on Ft. Ord, and any project planned by other agencies which will impact the college.  An example of the latter has recently been reviewed.  The Cypress Knolls project in Marina is a senior community located north of the Ft. Ord Education Center on Imjin Parkway.  Its CEQA report of the potential impact of the project, known as a negative mitigation report, describes a potentially substantial traffic level flowing through the college’s education center.  We are meeting with representatives of the City of Marina and Cypress Knolls to discuss this potential impact.  The results may cause a re-examination of the initial plan for layout of the Ft. Ord Education Center.  More detail will be distributed when available.
Thanks for all your hard work!
If you have any questions or comments, do not hesitate to contact me at dgarrison@mpc.edu or by phone at 646-4060.
