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Back to School Edition


Back to School:  Welcome to the fall term.  The campus is bustling, and enrollment is growing.  Comparative data of opening day enrollments from fall 07 to fall 08 indicate an increase of over 9% in both headcount and credit units of enrollment.  We are meeting the needs of an increasing number of students, both on campus and at the Education Center at Marina where enrollment has doubled from spring 08. These numbers will undoubtedly level out over the term, but we are positioned for growth at a very good time.  Despite the uncertainty of the state budget, MPC is eligible for restoration funds, a category of funding resulting from enrollment decline in prior years.  This is the last year of eligibility for our restoration funds, so the current growth is well timed.  If we retain these students, our apportionment will increase proportionately, which drives our salary formula and provides funding for staffing and program improvement.  We certainly want to retain as many students as possible.  We know that you have been very busy this first week of the term helping students arrange financial aid, get enrolled, begin instruction, and enjoy our beautiful campus. Thank you all for your continued efforts for student access and success.
More New People:  At our Flex Day presentation, we shared information on new faculty and staff hired during the summer.  Since then, a few more actions have been taken.  Laurie Buchholz has been named the Director of the English and Study Skills Center after serving MPC as a Learning Assistance Instructor in the TRIO/SSS program.  Laurie has a MA in English from Mississippi State University. Christa Peacock has resigned as Director, Health Services, and Dr. Susan Osorio is resigning her position of Associate Dean, Student Services as of September 12 to become Executive Director of Jacob’s Heart Children’s Cancer Association.  Interim personnel are being arranged for TRIO/SSS, Health Services, and Supportive Services. Mary Kay Jones is retiring as of today and is replaced by Shirley Kim as Human Resource Benefits & Retirement Coordinator. Shirley is a Seaside HS grad and has a BA in Psychology from UCSC.  Kali Viker has assumed the duties of Human Resource Analyst after serving MPC as an HR Specialist.  Kali has a MS in Human Resources from Chapman University. Murat Bulut has been named the Sciences Laboratory Manager for Physical Sciences. Murat holds a MS in Physics from Southern Illinois University, Carbondale and two undergraduate degrees in Physics and Physics Education from a Turkish university.  Courtney Middlebrook has been hired as an Instructional Specialist in the Reading Center after serving in that capacity as a temporary employee.  Courtney has a BA in Global Studies from UC Santa Barbara.   Welcome to all!
Outreach Opportunities:  Local high school principals and superintendents are interested in having MPC faculty members engage in faculty-to-faculty conversations and/or join their high school colleagues in the classroom for specific lessons.  These opportunities are intended to expose students to college instruction prior to leaving high school and demonstrate the fine quality instruction at MPC. Andres Durstenfeld has already lectured at several local high schools and been welcomed by high school instructors and their students.  Our local high school students have a wide variety of career and educational goals, so all interested MPC faculty are encouraged to consider this outreach opportunity.  Please contact Carsbia Anderson if interested.
Bob Faul Academic Excellence Grant Awards:  The MPC Foundation has announced that grant applications for the Academic Excellence awards are available and due to the Foundation office in LF 105 by 5:00 pm on Friday, September 26, 2008.  The Academic Excellence awards are intended to support projects which significantly enrich the quality of the overall learning experience at MPC.  Please see the announcement distributed by Marilynn Gustafson for detail and contact the Foundation office with any questions.  Awards will be distributed at a luncheon in November.
State Budget:  Still no news from Sacramento. The MPC Governing Board adopted the district Final Budget on August 26, based on the Governor’s May budget proposal.  Once we know the specifics of the approved state budget, a budget adjustment will be brought to the Board for review.

Upcoming Event: On September 8, the Monterey Peninsula College Foundation presents the second event in the Peggy Downes Baskin Series on Ethics, Ethical Dilemmas on the Campaign Trail, featuring Arianna Huffington at the Steinbeck Forum, Monterey Conference Center at 7:00 pm.  Tickets are available from the Foundation at www.mpcfoundation.org or by calling 655-5507.
If you have any questions or comments on any of this information, please let me know at 646-4060 or dgarrison@mpc.edu.

