Student Learning & Pedagogical Challenges and Choices
To be completed for each class at the end of each semester
Part 1: Course Information

	Instructor Name:

	Jon Mikkelsen
	Date:
	7-9-08


	Course number : 

	Busi 1A
	Course Name:
	Financial Accounting

	Semester:

	Spring 08
	Section:
	4126


Student Learning & Pedagogical Challenges and Choices
To be completed for each class at the end of each semester

Part 2: Assessment of Student Attainment

	Student Learning Outcomes (upon successful completion of this class, students will have demonstrated the ability to….):


	Prepare reliable corporate financial information. Analyze, communicate, and make decisions based on financial information.


	Assessment Methods (there should be one or more for each SLO):

	Preparation of a complete accounting cycle practice set.
Business analysis team project using team interaction site (wiki), and formal written essays and PowerPoint preparation.

Weekly exams on information, methods, and analysis


	1. Did the students enrolled in this class appear adequately prepared and/or correctly placed? Please explain.

	Some were, many were not.  Many demonstrated a lack of time management skills, several had problems writing, others had a variety of basic skills shortfalls including computer skills shortfalls, and teamwork inexperience.  Some of the top students were very well prepared in every way.


	2. Please evaluate your students’ level of attainment of this course’s SLOs. Use whatever methods are best suited for your course, making sure that the results are comparable from semester to semester.

	All but two of the students who passed the class demonstrated a good to excellent mastery of the preparation, analysis and communication of the information.   The two borderline students did not fully develop their abilities to perform the higher level processes, and their writing was not as skillful as I would have liked.  Still, they did learn enough to be able to advance the next level of accounting study with a high likelihood of success and will have the opportunity to continue strengthen their skills given that accounting visits these topics again repetitively. 

	3. Did you make any substantial pedagogical changes this semester? Please indicate the role that student attainment of your SLOs played in the development of these changes.  

	This was an entirely new on-line section of the Financial Accounting class.  Student success in classroom sections of Financial Accounting requires comprehensive activities enabling students to understand the relationships between the learning units and gain a more global perspective of the accounting and business.  This fact meant that I had to find a way to include these major projects in the online format.

	4. Do you intend to make any substantial pedagogical changes when teaching this class in future? If so, what changes do you intend to make, and why will you make them?

	Yes, to overcome the isolation and to encourage students to work together, we will have a team building activity during the initial orientation meeting.  To enable students to study more efficiently and effectively, that team building activity will focus on experiencing a studying strategy that will teach students how to use the array of resources at their disposal.
I am meeting with the lead business counselor to make sure they are able to advise students as to the special requirements of taking financial accounting online.

I will be making more outreach efforts to non-performing students early on in the semester.  These will include scoring opportunities early in the week, activities report discussions, and more frequent emailing to students in need of direct motivation.  


