MPC Academic Senate

Feb. 1, 2007

ASMPC Council Request for Discussion

A Faculty Advisor to the ASMPC Council

The ASMPC Council, or Student Government, has up to 18 members, plus many more students who may serve on standing committees or on shared governance committees.  Currently, we have one advisor, Jon Edmonds, a classified employee, whose job title is Activities Coordinator.  Recently, his work effort has been redirected so that he will spend more time on campus-wide activities (Black History Month, for instance) and this will mean he has less time to assist the Student Government in its duties to the Associated Students and with the issues that are of concern to Students.  In the past, there have been some minor cases where he was unable to assist the Council, when the direction of Student needs, approaches, outcomes or results conflicted with the needs, approaches, outcomes or results that were desired by the Administration.  He answers to Vice President Carsbia Anderson, and retains his employment under the expectations of the Vice President of Student Services.
It has been suggested that, as the fields of responsibility of the ASMPC Council and Student Government are so diverse and complex, we would benefit greatly from having an Activities advisor and a Faculty advisor.  A Faculty advisor could be invaluable to assist us in shared governance, constituent responsibilities (compliance with The Brown Act), elections, Student rights (Academic Freedom or Free Speech), achieving progress on our political goals and in negotiating the infrastructure and procedures of our college.  As many of the Students involved in Student Government hope to serve their communities in other elected offices, our Council is definitely a training ground, and a Faculty advisor, particularly from the Political Sciences area, would be able to advance the education of those of us participating on this level.
It is my understanding that the Political Science Instructors have been informally approached and have agreed in theory that this could be a good idea, but the ASMPC Council was hoping that the Academic Senate could consider the request as well.  These duties, while not onerous, would add to the already hefty expectations of Faculty, whose primary concern must be academic excellence and classroom obligations.  However, the benefits to future leaders would be immeasurable.  As Faculty are asked to serve on various committees, perhaps this could be considered an acceptable service to the college community in the same light as committee membership, which would lend it some official status.
Therefore, the AMPC Council asks the Academic Senate to endorse or recommend that a Faculty advisor be added to the existing Activities advisor to the ASMPC Council, and to support the development of this position or the realization of this request in any way that the Senate feels effective.

