MPC Academic Senate

May 17, 2007
Draft Minutes


I. Opening Business
A.
Call to Order and Roll Call –
· Alfred Hochstaedter, President 

· Mark Clements, Vice-President 
· Stephanie Tetter, Secretary

· Debbie Anthony, COC Chair 
· Marlene Martin, ASCCC Representative and Past President –  

· Marguerite Stark - ABSENT
· Jamie Dagdigian - ABSENT
· Heather Faust 
· Alan Haffa

· LaRon Johnson - ABSENT
· Susan Joplin

· Laura Loop 
· Jonathan Osburg

· Laurie Buchholz
· Terria Odom-Wolfer
· Jon Mikkelsen

· Eleanor Morrice, ASMPC 
B. Acknowledgement of Visitors
· Doug Garrison, MPC Superintendent/President
· Mary Dennehy

· David Clemens

· Todd Weber

· Paola Gilbert

· David Joplin

· Vera Coleman
C. Comments from Visitors: 
· None.
D. Approval of Draft minutes of May 3rd meeting
· Moved to accept 
· Second

· Passed unanimously, abstentions: Tetter, Faust, Joplin 
II. Reports
A. Welcome and President’s report

· Program Discontinuance is on the Board agenda for Tuesday. Fred, Mark C will attend; possibly Jamie D. 

· Attended AAAG. Action Plan items for Senate presented to AAAG.(requested doubling budget for travel)
· Basic Skills Initiative (BSI) meeting held. 

· Marlene Martin facilitator.

· Meeting at MPC on 9/14

· Information Competency is essential

· BS committee exists, has not met for a long time

· “Poppy Book” available on website, also from Marlene

· Fred requests a “where are we now re Basic Skills?” update. 

· Marlene has flowchart for Math, will have supportive services and English

· Attended President’s Luncheon honoring Bert Cutino. Excellent to broaden MPC’s standing in the community. Much positive feedback on the event in general and Doug’s talk in particular.

· Attended Honor Society students’ luncheon last Monday.Thanks to students. D. Philley won award from students.
 
B. COC Report (ACTION)

· Interim Dean of Instruction Hiring Committee

· Nominees:
· E. Bishop

· G. Bolen

· D. Clemens

· S. Ferantelli

· S. Joplin

· J. Kim

· B. Penney

· Noted that Library and Social Science not represented. No one from Library available, no one from Social Science willing.

· Moved, Second, Passed unanimously

· Matriculation Coordinator Counselor

· Nominees:

· S. Cardinale, Chair

· E. Szaszy

· E. Chovick

· D. Anthony

· A. Haffa and D Anthony confirm this is enough faculty for a committee
· Moved, Seconded, passed unanimously.

· Committee Chair election

· Committee has not selected a chair.

· Clarification that chair selected annually, member terms are 3 years, staggered.

· Revised Senate bylaws adopted this Spring changed to provide for election of COC chair by Senate as a whole as COC Chair is a member of the Senate Executive Board, and all other Board members elected by Senate as a whole.

· Clarification that D. Anthony was not formally elected this past year, and was the only COC member eligible to be chair as she was only Senator (COC Chair must be Senator, members need not be).

· Committee members Anthony, Haffa, Joplin discussed chair during Senate meeting break, did not come to agreement on Chair for 2007-8. 

· Senators voted (candidates Anthony and Haffa; Joplin declined). Haffa elected Chair of COC for 2007-8.

C. Flex Committee –
1. Plans underway.
2. Theme: “An Evolution of Excellence in Teaching”

3.  Hope to have all campus  hear Presidents’ reports 8:30 – 10 AM 
4. Andres Durstenfeld will deliver keynote “Dancing With Darwin and the Double Helix”
D. Ed Center Committee –

1. Visiting Cabrillo’s Watsonville Center today
E. ASCCC/BSI Report

· BSI report given earlier during President’s Report
III. Old Business

A. Academic Senate Goals 
· Goals as stated discussed, subcommittees forming to address these

1. “Foster Academic Excellence” goal
a.  being led by Fred.
2. SLOs goal

a. Fred, Mark, Heather as available

3. Basic Skills goal

a. Marlene facilitating

4. Flex Days goal
a. Senate subcommittee ongoing work

b. Suggested this become a standing committee

c. Members will create bylaws, codify procedures (create template) to assist future members

5. Board Policies goals

a. In process

6. Shared Governance participation goal

a. COC will work to re-establish directory/handbook and create database

7. Ed Center goal

a. Ongoing with Senate subcommittee

8. Cross-disciplinary curriculum and program development goal

a. Jon Mikkelsen participating

B. Board Policy on Academic Freedom

· Clarification that proposed policy revision will come to Senate as final step prior to being sent to Board.

· Summary of Senators’ reactions to report from subcommittee

1. Mikkelsen

a. Concerned with Paragraph 7, esp. delineating by department which areas where facts matter. All disciplines require same robust basics

b. P. 8 confusion re meaning of 7 and 8, “personal website” confusing

c. Concerned that overall the language may be above the target audience.

2. Osburg

a. Asked for clarification why revision needed

3. Haffa

a. P. 4 how is objectivity defined

b. P.6 SLOS – prefers to incorporate that student learning objectives are the responsibility of the instructor

i. Revised draft p.6 distributed. Was approved by D. Clemens and J. Anderson (Creative Arts) prior to Senate meeting 

c. P. 4 concern re professors’ “personal or political agenda”

i. D. Clemens clarified that language in this paragraph used for its “WASC-ness” so it would address accreditation concerns.

4. Martin

a. P. 4 “misuse” is the key thing in this paragraph

b. P. 7 differentiation of disciplines a concern

c. Both her concerns are gone now

5. Odom-Wolfer

a. Would like to see some language simplified

6. Faust

a. Likes recommendations, esp. #5

7. Loop 

a. Thanks committee for reminding us of responsibility to present diversified points of view
b. Education needed for faculty re copyright, what can be posted online, etc.

8. Clements

a. P. 3 MPCTA concerns

b. P. 4 objectivity – who is the reader?

c. P. 7 What various disciplines do and why a concern, there is likely more commonality than we thought

d. P.6 Suggest removing specific disciplines

e. Needed a dictionary

9. Buccholz

a. Likes the “voice”, charmed by language

b. P.6 She is a fan of SLOs

10. Morrice

a. Likes it

b. She was part of the committee

c. Addresses that there are rights, and responsibilities as well

11. Hochstaedter

a. Prefers straightforward and direct language

b. Also needed a dictionary

c. Audience includes students, faculty, Board and community

d. Best if policy stands on its own

e. P. 6 assumes fundamental conflict between SLOs and academic freedom

12. Anthony
a. Result is exactly as expected given composition of the committee (writers, philosopher, astronomer)

13. Tetter

a. Interesting that audience said to be attorneys

b. Who IS the intended audience?

c. Issues: P.3 (MPCTA), 6 (SLOs) and 9 (copyright)

d. Librarians often asked to see Board policies, by faculty, students, community members

e. Library had questions from faculty about this report and the meaning of some parts

f. Faculty needs education re copyright; huge potential from problems at MPC

g. Language needs to be more straightforward

14. Joplin

a. Liked last sentence in P.4

b. Liked end of P. 5

c. Factual knowledge in P.6 mentioned

IV. New Business
· Discussion of resolution in support of non-credit classes – (not addressed due to lack of time)
V. Agenda Items for future meetings

A. Academic Freedom policy
Next meeting: Fall Semester, 2007.
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