SUBJECT:  CCA Meeting with Barbara Beno, Executive Director, ACCJC
 


March 18, 2009

Dear CCA Members,
Yesterday CCA Consultant to Governance Alan Frey, CCA Vice President Lynette Nyaggah and I met with Barbara Beno, Director of the ACCJC in her office regarding various concerns CCA has over the recent findings and results issued by the Commission.
We had a very productive and informative meeting.  I wanted to share three things this morning with all of you.  A detailed letter will be sent soon.
First:  Not one community college in California has received a sanction be cause of SLOs.  
Second:  Colleges are free to use any means they wish to achieve the Standards required by the Commission as long as they demonstrate how the Standards are being accomplished.  The “Rubric” used by the Accreditation Team is a way of standardizing information brought by the Team to the Commission, but colleges do not have to complete the items on the rubric themselves in order to be accredited.  For faculty, verification of student achievement is the key component.  The Student Learning Outcome is only one way of showing achievement.  If a faculty group decided to use another method, it would be acceptable to the Commission as long as it was data-based and met the Standards.
Third:  Faculty can only control the teaching and, to a certain extent, learning part of accreditation.  We must demand that our administrators and trustees keep their end of the bargain for those areas which are their responsibility.  Many colleges are being sanctioned for issues outside teaching and learning, and faculty should not be held responsible for those sanctions. 
Please let your primary contact staff person know if what you are being asked to do interferes with collective bargaining.  We did put Dr. Beno on notice that we will be pursuing these issues as they develop.  
Sincerely yours,
Ron Norton Reel
CCA President
