ASCC Counselor and Librarian Meeting, February 2009

Debbie Anthony

I would like to thank the BSI Committee for funding my participation at this Institute. The request for attending this Institute came from the ASCCC which was the sponsor. But what did not come with the invitation for attendance was the money. When the MPC Academic Senate sent out the announcement with no funds attached Karen stepped up and offered BSI Funds provided that information regarding BSI be brought back and shared with the MPC BSI Committee. 

The focus of the Institute was Counselor and Librarian support in the Academic Success of CCC Students with an emphasis of  CCC diverse student populations. The participation was represented by at least two counselors and two librarians from each CC in attendance. I was a team of one so covering the whole conference was a challenge.

The Institute was an environment of sharing ideas and resources between the two groups of participants. The conference participants were funded through individual campus BSI funds. The same process in using BSI funds seem to be practiced the same by most of the campuses who were in attendance; Staff Development with a high usage for Flex day activities, Faculty and Staff retreats, workshops and conferences. There seemed to be very few Learning Communities in CCC’s at the present but a lot of training and resource sharing and purchasing in raising the level of information about Basic Skills Students is taking place. What was reported was that the more in-service and attendance at workshops and conferences that took place the more Faculty became motivated and then wanted to get involved in developing Learning Communities.

What was also clear was that Faculty are the driving force in the creation of Learning Communities and that Librarians and Counselors are the support; we recruit and retain students in these Communities. This year Phase IV of the BSI is headed by a Dean of Instruction from LACC District. There is now a Regional Concept which is taking fold and this way of operationalizing the BSI was explained at the last State meeting that I am sure MPC had representation and attendance at. These Regional meetings will be starting later this Spring.

Training and collaboration are the keys to success of developing Learning Communities. It was strongly recommended that Colleges send academic teams to the First Year Experience Conference so that our faculties can begin to understand the challenges and differences between a Freshman Experience and a First year Experience. This conference takes place this Summer and the recommendation is that this is a great use of BSI Funds. We have to make sure that our faculties get as much information about Basic Skills students as possible. Campuses were creating Retreats of weekends in Monterey at Asilomar with faculty and individual campuses giving out as much information that was available which identified their Basic Skills Students and supported their success.

I attended workshops about PUENTE and UMOJA and CCC Honors Programs. These programs can be accessed on the CCC web sites. This was an Institute of 3 days with day and evening sessions and a certificate of  participation given out at the end of the session and you can come to my office and see mine !  I did not miss a session. Thank you again for the support and I look forward to participating and supporting any MPC Learning Community.

Paula, perhaps if you make available this report at the meeting Friday then the committee will not have to wait until the 20th. Again much appreciation to BSI !

