April 12, 2010
Friends and Colleagues,

I hope this note finds your head staying above water as we slide into the home stretch in that mad dash from spring break to graduation. As usual, I have a number of topics I’d like to bring you up to date on. Scroll down to the topics that interest you, or read about them all. They’re fun! Informative! Interesting!
Adjunct Election Results

Committee Openings—College Council, PRB, and EAC—Faculty Members Needed.
Academic Senate Issues


Equivalency


Transfer Degrees
Flex Day Ideas and Comments

Adjunct Election Results

Congratulations to Brian Brady from ESL who our adjunct faculty elected as their representative for an at-large seat. We had six nominees and over 30 votes, which indicates a high degree of interest among the adjunct faculty to participate in our shared governance process. Thank you to all who participated in the election.

Committee Openings—College Council, PRB, and EAC—Faculty Members Needed
We need several faculty members to serve on various committees; please step forward!

College Council

Interested in having a voice in how MPC allocates—or de-allocates—its resources? Interested in contributing to institutional planning at MPC? Then step right up to join the College Council. It meets on Tuesday afternoons—usually the first and third—2:30 to 4:30 pm. We need a strong faculty voice here. Bylaws and other materials to learn more here:
http://www.mpc.edu/collegecouncil/Pages/default.aspx
Enrollment Advisory Committee
Interested in being involved in making recommendations about enrollment at MPC? Have ideas on how to improve student retention and other related issues? Then step right up to join the Enrollment Advisory Committee. It meets on Monday afternoons—usually the 2nd and 4th—at 1:30 pm. We need non-counseling faculty to serve here (the committee already has strong counseling faculty at this time).

More information on the EAC can be found here:

http://mympc.mpc.edu/Committees/EAC/Pages/default.aspx 

Professional Recognition Board
Interested in making recommendations on who should be granted sabbaticals and the Allen Griffin teaching award? Please step forward to serve on the PRB. We need faculty members who would enjoy judging the sabbatical proposals of their peers. Past recipients of sabbaticals are especially encouraged to serve. 

If you’d like to serve on any of these committees, or have questions about any of our myriad of shared governance committees, please contact me or our Committee on Committees chair, Mark Clements.

Academic Senate Issues

Equivalency

The Equivalency committee of the Academic Senate has been hard at work articulating expectations for equivalency applications. With all of the various qualifications for different disciplines as established by the state, this is a subtle and complex issue. The qualifications can be categorized into those that require a masters degree for mainly transfer disciplines and those that require work experience plus a bachelors or associates degree for the CTE disciplines. One of the ultimate goals of the Academic Senate is to clearly articulate to the MPC community the expectations to grant equivalency to teach at MPC.

One of the resolutions at the Spring Plenary of the state Academic Senate proclaims that there is “no equivalent” for the AA degree. This is especially pertinent for those disciplines that do not require a Masters degree. What the resolution is really getting at is the importance of the general education part of the degree, and the desire that faculty members that teach at a college have at least completed a college degree themselves. 
What do you think? Is this important, or not?

The next step is for this set of expectations, or guidelines, to go to AAAG and possibly other shared governance groups for review and comments. 
A following step is to review and possibly recommend revision of MPC’s board policy on equivalency. 

All of the pertinent documents can be found on the Academic Senate Equivalency Page:

http://www.mpcfaculty.net/senate/Equivalency.htm 

Academic Senate Issues

Transfer Degrees

Another hot topic at the upcoming state Academic Senate Plenary session is transfer degrees. A current bill in the California legislature is the transfer degree for community college students. The background perception is that while it is widely acknowledged that the California Community Colleges do a great job with access—they accept everybody—they do not do such a good job with success because relatively few of the students actually wind up getting degrees. The reality is that UC, CSU, and private university’s transfer requirements are so diverse, that some students consciously do not pursue a degree. They concentrate on those courses that will help them the most instead. As a result, politicians have begun defining through legislature the requirements of one type of community college degree. As you might imagine, the state Academic Senate absolutely hates this idea. The faculty want to be able to define the requirements of the community college degree through Title 5. 
Anyway, the issue is complex enough that I can’t get bogged down here in all the details, but I encourage you to ask me or your academic senate representative if you have further questions. The main point is the ease or difficulty with which students are able to move through the community college system and on to the university system will be with us for at least as long as I continue teaching here at MPC. I’m not talking about academic rigor here, I’m talking about structural obstacles created by the huge variation in requirements from one institution to the other. There are arguments for vast diversity in academic institutions and there are arguments for smoothing the pathways between them. This conversation is really about where that balance is—something we’ll be searching for for a long long time. 
Flex Day Ideas and Comments

We continue to solicit your flex day comments and ideas. What would you like to do during flex days, who would you like to hear from? Who would you like to give the keynote addresses? What themes should be continued? What themes should we let die a peaceful death?
If You’ve Made It This Far
Here are some ski pictures from spring break:

http://www.telemarktalk.com/phpBB/viewtopic.php?t=60550&start=696
And here are some from earlier this year. Hope you enjoy them.

http://www.telemarktalk.com/phpBB/viewtopic.php?t=60550&start=438 

And

http://www.telemarktalk.com/phpBB/viewtopic.php?t=60550&start=450
