Friends and Colleagues,

Please don’t miss this next “Let’s Talk About Teaching and Student Learning”. 

May 20, 2009 12:45-2:00 pm in the Karas Room.
As usual, rsvp with a request for lunch, and we’ll provide a sandwich.

We hope to see you there.
Improving Students’ Academic Writing:  They Can Do It and You Can Help

This month’s topic is “Academic Writing.” What does this term mean? What kind of assignments are you giving your students and what do you expect of them? How does MPC’s expectations compare to those at CSU and UC? To help us answer that question we’ll have two guests joining us. Nancy Harray reads entrance essays for the UC system, and Louann Baker from the Central California Writing Project who did a study on academic writing from the K-12 level through the UC level. I’m sure they’ll have an interesting perspective to share.  If you can, bring writing assignments you have used, and think about explaining why they are (or are not) working this semester.

Louann Baker is co-director of the Central California Writing Project at UC Santa Cruz. Louann, a California Writing Project Teacher Leader and a Supervisor of Teacher Education, UCSC, has designed instructional materials to teach text structure and has presented these in workshops for more than fifteen years. With a Master’s Degree in English and a Reading Specialist credential, she has participated in state-wide writing research projects, including a seven year collaboration with UC in the ISAW (Improving Student Academic Writing) study and Subject A scoring sessions. She has analyzed student writing for (nearly?) a decade and developed effective, engaging strategies that empower student writers. She has taught Sheltered English, ESL, AP Literature, English I and IV, and a CAHSEE Preparation course at North Monterey County High School. Her email: louannb@ucsc.

Nancy Harray, an adjunct English instructor at MPC.  Nancy has thirty-five years’ experience as an English teacher, mostly at the high school level, with several years at the community college.  She has often scored UC’s English placement exam, AWPE (previously the Subject A Exam). Currently she teaches English 1A, and she confesses to having written a children’s book she needs to keep working on.

