May 27, 2010

Friends and Colleagues,

As another productive and eventful academic year draws to a close, I’d just like to remind you a few important events recognizing student achievement and bring you up to date on the activities of the Academic Senate. As usual, scroll to the issue that interests you or read them all.

Flex Day Fall 2010

Student Recognition Ceremonies

Faculty Retirement Breakfast 
Academic Senate 2009-2010 Annual Report

Academic Senate 2010-2011 Goals and Objectives

Reflection Forms

Flex Day Fall 2010

Under the careful and consistent leadership of Chris Calima, our Flex Day program and schedule for Fall 2010 is ready to go. Please visit our website for details and join us on Thursday August 18th:
http://www.mpcfaculty.net/senate/FlexDayInfo.htm
We are pleased to announce that Sarah Mawhirter will be our keynote speaker talking about “Lies My Women’s Studies Instructor Told Me”. Please join us to find out the truth.

We will also have a presentation from the Basic Skills Initiative Committee and a variety of breakouts designed to provide training and to engage us intellectually. Following the success of last year’s book discussion, the Social Sciences Division has come through again to lead a discussion on Nell Irvin Painter’s book, The History of White People. Copies are available in the library for your summer reading. Here’s Painter on the Colbert Report:
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/03/18/stephen-colbert-interview_n_504014.html 

Student Recognition Ceremonies

At our Fall 2009 Flex Day event I related the powerful experiences I had had at the 2009 student recognition ceremonies.  I had never attended any of these before and was pleasantly surprised. I highly encourage all of you to attend one or more of these ceremonies. It is where you really hear the stories of the students and see their pride reflected in the eyes of their friends and families. Check it out. They’re worthwhile:

The Latino Student Recognition Ceremony

Thursday June 3, 6 pm

Lecture Forum 103

The Kente Rite of Passage Ceremony

Friday June 4, 7 pm

Music Hall

MPC Commencement 

Saturday June 5, noon (line-up at 11:30)

Nursing Pinning Ceremony

Saturday June 5, 3 pm

Gym

I’m sorry I wasn’t earlier with this e-mail to alert you to other recognition ceremonies including EOPS, DSPS, and TRiO.

Faculty Retirement Breakfast 
It’s a good idea to eat something before going to the graduation ceremony, Plus, it’s an opportunity to recognize our retirees and listen to Gail Fail tell funny stories about them. What could be better? This year our retirees include Bernie Abbott, Joe Bissell, Jeanie Costello, Mark Jenkins, Bill Jones, and Eleanor Szaszy. 

9 am June 5

Casa Munras Garden Hotel

This event is $30, which includes breakfast and a contribution to the gifts. If you don’t plan to attend, please make a contribution of $15 for the gifts. When you retire, you’ll probably want a gift too, so please contribute. Checks should be payable to the MPC Foundation.  

Academic Senate 2009-2010 Annual Report

Well, it’s another year and another list of accomplishments for the Academic Senate. As usual, I’m surprised at all the things we managed to get done. In reviewing the individual goals, I was shocked to find that accreditation was not one of them. I guess I thought we’d be all done by August and then just waltz through the visit like it was a regular day at the office. Little did I anticipate the writing of the Accreditation Addendum, the collecting of all the hard copies of evidence, the final up-to-the-very-last-minute editing, and all the other things we had to do.

In addition to the accreditation work, review of board policies prompted many excellent discussions, especially on issues revolving around computer and network use. The equivalency issue is an important one for this campus as well as many others. The Equivalency committee worked hard to articulate MPC’s expectations for granting equivalency and shared their recommendations with the Academic Senate and AAAG. Flex days were organized and the willingness to participate by putting on breakout sessions remains high, an indication that the events remain beneficial and appreciated by many. SLOs and distance education have been areas of attention for many years and now, with our recommendations from the accreditation visiting team, will receive more attention in the future. 
Please find the full report on the Academic Senate website:

http://www.mpcfaculty.net/senate/home.htm
Academic Senate 2010-2011 Goals and Objectives

Each year the Academic Senate develops a set of goals to work on. This year is no different. The goals we have set for ourselves include:

· Address the accreditation recommendations on distance education and SLOs

· Investigate metrics used to evaluate institutional and program effectiveness to achieve the following objectives:

· Become better educated about the benefits and problems inherent in the various kinds of data.

· Be able to talk calmly about metrics and data.

· Discover whether these metrics can tell us anything important about MPC.

· Investigate ways to increase communication with the adjunct faculty 

· Examine, recommend changes if appropriate, and disseminate information in the following areas:

· Hiring—determining who to hire is the most important decision we make. We need to make this decision as well as possible

· New Faculty Orientation and Mentoring—once faculty are here we need to mentor them so that they can be as effective as possible. One Academic Senate representative reported that even three weeks after arriving at MPC, his mentor still didn’t recognize him. This process deserves a look. What should be included in this mentoring process and how should we do it?
· Faculty Handbook—the current one tells us that one of the faculty duties is checking our mailbox regularly. The next thing might be to be sure we tie up our horse while we stop by the office. This outdated document is ripe for a review.

What should this document include?

· Program Review—this process was recently revised in Academic Affairs, so we don’t want to revise this one. We are interested, however, in looking at the training to make this process as useful as it possibly can be.
The entire document is available for your perusal on the Academic Senate website:

http://www.mpcfaculty.net/senate/home.htm
Reflection Forms

As the semester draws to a close, it is time to complete your instructor and program reflection forms. They are available on the Academic Senate website:
http://www.mpcfaculty.net/senate/home.htm
If You’ve Made It This Far
As many of you know, I enjoy sharing ski pictures. Here are my two latest adventures (the name of the chute in the second link is Cocaine Chute—no, I didn’t name it—hence the cocaine references in the Johnny Cash song lyrics that accompany the photographs):

http://www.telemarktalk.com/phpBB/viewtopic.php?t=60550&postdays=0&postorder=asc&start=804 

http://www.telemarktalk.com/phpBB/viewtopic.php?t=60550&postdays=0&postorder=asc&start=906 

Thanks, and see all of you at graduation if not before,
-Fred
