September 9, 2009

Friends and Colleagues,
As always, scroll down to the topic that interests you.

Let’s Talk about Teaching and Student Learning

Thank you for the flex feedback

New Academic Senate and College Council Representatives

Academic Senate News

Let’s Talk about Teaching and Student Learning
First and foremost, I’d like to invite all of you to our first “Let’s Talk about Teaching and Student Learning” session of the year: Tuesday, September 15 at 12 noon in the Sam Karas Room. We invite all instructors, across all disciplines to attend these sessions. They are intended to be informal, comfortable sessions to talk to your peers about all aspects of teaching and student learning.  As always, let me know if you’d like lunch, and you’ll have a sandwich awaiting your arrival. This week’s theme:
"Building Better Student Writing: Moving Beyond Talk to Action"

This informal, lunch-time session will be a second part to our writing themed Flex Day breakout.  The goal is to move "beyond talk" and come up with concrete ideas for improving student writing in all of our classes (regardless of level or subject).  You are welcome to bring an example of student writing (good, bad, and ugly) if available.  All are welcome, whether or not you participated in the previous sessions!

Thank you for the flex feedback
Many of you had positive and constructive feedback for our flex sessions. We are always interested in hearing what you think and about what we should do in the future. A big thanks goes to the person who anonymously sent a page of comments and suggestions to my box. Please keep them coming. And a special thanks to the person who anonymously corrected my grammar in my last message, also by sending a note to my box.

New Academic Senate and College Council Representatives
Mila MacBain Martinez and Susan Walter are the newest Academic Senate representatives. Both will be at-large representatives. We look forward to their participation at the September 10 Academic Senate meeting. At its last meeting, out of a pool of six nominations, the Academic Senate appointed Nancy Goehring to the College Council. Nancy has taught for many years in the Business/Technology Division. We had a long conversation about this appointment that included area of representation, type of experience, years of experience, freshness of ideas, and diversity among many others. It was a difficult choice among many well qualified individuals. In the end we voted by secret ballot and selected Nancy.
Academic Senate News
At our next Academic Senate meeting on Thursday September 10, we will have the second reading of the Accreditation Self Study. It’s been a long road, and the Academic Senate has reviewed this effort from the initial conceptualization of the various components to the final drafts. We will also begin conversations about developing some Academic Senate goals for the 2009-2010 academic year. Finally, Rosaleen Ryan will join us for a report on the Noel-Levitz student survey we conducted last spring as part of our preparation for the accreditation self study. You are all invited and we hope you join us.
