Greetings Friends and Colleagues,

Once again thank you to all of those who participated in flex days. Many people commented positively not only on the quality refreshments and the presentations, but on the warmth, levity and optimism that permeated the proceedings. This is a good thing for MPC. Thank you for your participation.

At our next Academic Senate Meeting…

Our next Academic Senate meeting is Thursday February 1. The agenda is here:

http://www.mpcfaculty.net/senate/2-1-07/agenda_2-1-07.htm
It is time to start thinking of electing new Academic Senate representatives. All of us will also elect an at-large representative for a three year term beginning in Fall 2007. The divisions who need to elect a new Academic Senate representative are: Humanities, Business/Technology, Library, and Nursing. For those of you in those Division, please elect a new representative by Early March. All new representatives should attend the March 15 Academic Senate meeting. 

We will have a first reading of new Committee on Committees guidelines and procedures. Have a look at them here:

http://www.mpcfaculty.net/senate/COC/CommitteeOnCommitteesProcedures.doc
We will have a first reading of the revised Academic Senate bylaws. If you’re curious or concerned about how we propose to change these, have a look here:

http://www.mpcfaculty.net/senate/SenateByLaws_revision_draft_09_30_06.doc
We’ll also have some updates on efforts to revise Board policy, hear a proposal to have faculty more involved in student government, and initiate conversations about a visit from CCC Chancellor Mark Drummond, Scott Lay from CCLC, Dr. Larry Toy from the Foundation for California Community Colleges, and Ian Walton, State Academic Senate President, who will be visiting MPC on Monday March 19. We have been asked to co-sponsor a public forum so that all interested campus community members have the chance to interact with these folks. 

Please come join us at our next meeting. You are always welcome.

What we did last time

At our last Academic Senate meeting on December 7, we wrapped up a number of issues we had been working on. The draft minutes are here:

http://www.mpcfaculty.net/senate/12-7-06/DraftMinutes_12-07-06.doc
We appointed faculty to serve on the BPFHRRC (Board Policy on Faculty Hiring Review and Revision Committee): Caroline Carney, Gary Fuller, LaRon Johnson, Leandro Castillo, and Fred Hochstaedter

We appointed faculty members to serve on a number of hiring committees.

We approved an MOU between the Academic Senate and the MPCTA Union. We agreed to support each other where appropriate and stay out of each other’s way where appropriate.

We lent our support to the plan for having deans participate in the College Council.

We discussed the proposed Program Discontinuance Policy. Although it did not pass a second reading, we are close. There are two remaining points of discussion. The first is whether or not a faculty member from the program in question should be on the discontinuance committee investigating the program. The second is the role of the Academic Senate once the committee develops a recommendation. Should the Academic Senate have a recognized role of going to the College Council and reporting whether they support or oppose the committee’s recommendation? The Academic Senate is involved in Program Development, why shouldn’t they be involved in discontinuance?

The proposed discontinuance policy is here:

http://www.mpcfaculty.net/senate/BoardPolicy/ProgDiscMPC_12-06.doc
We approved the Accreditation mid-term report.

-Fred

Academic Senate President

