Fellow Faculty Members and Campus Community,

What will we do at our next Academic Senate meeting?

The agenda for the next Academic Senate meeting is ready for your perusal and amusement:

http://www.mpcfaculty.net/senate/10-19-06/agenda_10-19-06.htm
At this upcoming meeting we will hear reports and discuss progress from subcommittees working on the following issues: 

· Academic and professional interests at the Marina/Ft Ord educational center 

· Planning the spring Flex Days

· Rewriting our Academic Senate Bylaws

· Improving communication among the Academic Senate and faculty as a whole

We will discuss the Academic Senate’s role in the year-long effort to review and revise MPC Board Policy. If you are concerned about making sure the faculty’s voice is heard in writing policy in academic and professional matters, please come join us and voice your opinion. More information is available here:

http://www.mpcfaculty.net/senate/BoardPolicy/BPhome.htm
More information about all these issues can be found by visiting agenda link above, or visiting the main Academic Senate website at 

http://www.mpcfaculty.net/senate/home.htm
What we did at our last Academic Senate meeting.

Draft minutes from our last meeting can be found here:

http://www.mpcfaculty.net/senate/10-5-06/DRAFT_minutes_10-5-06_2.doc
1. We passed a second reading of a resolution in support of our colleagues at Hartnell. Just today (Friday 10-13) the Herald reporter that has been covering the Hartnell dispute called me for some information, so I expect our efforts will make it to the local press again. During our conversation I stressed the importance of paying attention to whether a resolution has passed a second reading to be sure that it has the support of a majority of faculty members. We had a nice conversation and I referred her to our Academic Senate website for more information.

2. We approved by consensus the format for the VP-AA open forums. 

They will be in Lecture Forum 103:

· Wednesday October 18th, 5:00 pm

· Thursday October 19th, 12:30 pm 

· Friday October 20th, 12 noon

The format will be:

· 60 minutes each

· Five minutes introductory remarks

· Five standard question asked by me; these were approved by the Academic Senate Executive Committee on 10-12, a meeting to which you were all invited. 

· The remaining time will open to questions from the audience; we have six more questions we’d like to ask in case nobody raises their hand.

· We invite all of you to stay a few minutes after the forums are over to discuss the strengths and weaknesses of the final candidates. 

We hope as many of you as possible can join us. 

3. We heard updates from our very active Marina/Ft Ord and Flex Day Planning subcommittees.

Marina/Ft Ord: See the 10-19-06 agenda for updates:

http://www.mpcfaculty.net/senate/10-19-06/agenda_10-19-06.htm
Flex Day Planning: you will get a survey very soon in an All-Users e-mail asking for your input to activities for the Spring Flex Days.

As you may have noted, Susan Osorio has been appointed to chair the staff development committee. In this role, she will be our administrative Flex Day coordinator in charge of implementing the Academic Senate’s plans for flex days.

-Fred

Academic Senate President

