Friends and Colleagues, 

I hope all of you have had a successful and fruitful semester and that you are looking forward to your mental health break, as I am. Before we disappear for the holiday break, I’d like to share our spring 2007 flex day plans and ask for some RSVPs. Our campus-wide flex day offerings this semester will be on Wednesday and Thursday January 24 and 25, 2007.

Flex Day activities that will require RSVP include lunch, a CPR class, and a STRS presentation. 

For all RSVPs and signups, please contact Antoinette Nichols at anichols@mpc.edu or 646-4060.

Lunch

We will be offering lunch on both Wednesday and Thursday. You must RSVP for each day you want lunch. We don’t want to run out of food for hungry MPC employees.

CPR

The CPR course is a non-certificate, 4-hour course that will run Wednesday 1/24 11-4 with a one-hour break for lunch. This course does not satisfy the American Heart Association’s requirement for a certificate, but will cover how to do CPR on an adult. It is generally recognized that learning first aid and CPR is an excellent step to improve the emergency preparedness of our campus. We currently have space for 20 for this CPR course. If a lot more than 20 sign up, we’ll start a waiting list and try to add another teacher.

STRS
This STRS presentation will be similar to the ones presented in the fall 2006 semester. It was the most popularly requested topic on our survey we sent out earlier this semester. We need a head count on this session so the STRS folks know how many booklets and pamphlets to bring. There will be two, identical STRS sessions on Thursday 1/25, 1-2 pm and 2-3 pm.

For all RSVPs and signups, please contact Antoinette Nichols at anichols@mpc.edu or 646-4060.

Appreciations
The Academic Senate is responsible for the content of flex days. An Academic Senate subcommittee of Laura Loop, Heather Faust, LaRon Johnson and Gary Rollinson developed the content and schedule for flex days. The Staff Development committee, chaired by Susan Osorio and consisting of Alexis Copeland, Bill Easton and Susan Villa, and assisted by Brad Smallwood, is responsible for planning and implementing the logistics and food for flex days. Antoinette Nichols is answering RSVP e-mails and phone calls. Sharon Colton (former chair of the staff development committee) and Val Llanos (former executive logistics organizer) have helped in the past and helped teach us how to do it this year. All of these folks have done a great job. Thank you. If you like what you see and do at flex days, please compliment these folks. If there is a problem or a complaint, please talk to me.

Schedule
Here is the rest of the schedule for the two days. More details will follow.

Wednesday January 24, 2007

8:00     Informal Breakfast, near Music Hall

9:00     Presidents’ Address, near Music Hall

10:00   Break

10:15   “The Big Plan on Campus,” Part I – the Bond update, Music Hall

11:15   Concurrent Breakout Sessions

            --Open Discussion/Q&A on the Bond, Music Hall

            --CPR Heart Saver Course begins (must sign up), NU101

12:15   LUNCH by RSVP, Library Patio or Sam Karas Room if rain

1:00     Concurrent Breakout Sessions

            --Web Development with Bruce Wilder, LTC 203 & 204

            CPR Heart Saver Course, continued

2:00     Concurrent Breakout Sessions

            --Welcome to Moodle with Bruce Wilder, LTC 203 & 204

            CPR Heart Saver Course, continued (until 4 pm)

Thursday January 25, 2007
8:00     Informal Breakfast, near Music Hall

9:00     VP addresses, featuring new VP-AA John Gonzalez

10:00   Break 

10:15   “The Big Plan on Campus,” Part II – Enrollment and Retention, Music Hall

11:15   Concurrent Breakout Sessions

            --Open Discussion/Q&A on Enrollment and Retention, Music Hall

               What is the teacher’s role?

            --E-mail Management with L. Sasaki and H. Schonwalder, LTC 203 & 204

                Improve you skills with this communication tool

12:15   LUNCH by RSVP, Library Patio or Sam Karas Room if rain

1:00     Concurrent Breakout Sessions

            --“Bringing Steinbeck’s Grapes of Wrath into the Classroom:

              An Interdisciplinary Approach, with Anita Johnson and Esteemed Colleagues

            --STRS Presentation, LF103, Must RSVP

2:00     Concurrent Breakout Sessions

            --CAC Course Revision (ACORN) with Tom Rebold, LTC 203 & 204

            --STRS Presentation, LF103, Must RSVP

Remember RSVPs
For all RSVPs and signups, please contact Antoinette Nichols at anichols@mpc.edu or 646-4060.

Thanks, and have a joyous holiday break,

-Fred

Academic Senate President

