Happy first day of classes Friends and Colleagues,
As always, scroll to the topic that interests you, or read them all!

Spring 2010 Flex Days Wrap-up
Academic Senate Representative Elections
Accreditation Team Pre-Visit
February 4 Academic Senate Meeting

Chancellor Jack Scott Nov 19 Address to the CCLC: Living in Difficult Times
US Secretary of Education Arne Duncan in the Feb 1 New Yorker

David Clemens blogging for National Association of Scholars (NAS)

Spring 2010 Flex Days Wrap-up
Thank you for all of your participation in flex days. As you know, we endeavor to listen carefully to your feedback so that our planning for the future will be more informed. If you have not done so already, and you are so inclined, please get back to us with your impressions of the flex day events. 
Many of the flex day power points, including Patrick Perry’s, are at:

http://www.mpcfaculty.net/senate/FlexDayInfo.htm
So far, we have gleaned that the keynote speaker, Vice Chancellor Patrick Perry was excellent, the panel discussion was a good idea that didn’t quite get going, and that the breakouts were valuable and worthwhile, especially the ones on sustainability, sabbaticals, distance education, and poetry. Many people, and the Math folks in particular, applauded the time available for departments and areas to get together and talk about student learning. It’s hard to get everybody together during the semester, especially for some of our larger departments and areas.

If you have a different take on the events, or if you simply wish to reaffirm these impressions, please take the time to contact us. Pressing the reply button right now would be a good way to do this.

Academic Senate Representative Elections
Early Spring semester is the time to elect new Academic Senate representatives in those divisions for which the term expires at the end of Spring 2010. These divisions include: Nursing, Library, Humanities, Business/Technology, and an at-large position. These elections should take place in February so that the new representatives, along with the old representatives, can vote in the Academic Senate’s officer elections in March. The selection procedure for these Academic Senate representatives is at the discretion of each division.
Accreditation Team Pre-Visit
Last week I had the opportunity, along with Doug Garrison and the Vice Presidents, Dr. Francisco Rodriguez and Richard Robertson, chair and assistant of the accreditation visiting team, respectively. Both are from Mira Costa College. It was an extremely positive visit in which they were complimentary on the quality of our self-study, or at least the ease at which information can be extracted from it. They appreciated the work that went into the addendum and the MPC Planning and Resource Allocation process. We look forward to a good visit. They made a brief tour of the facilities and were duly impressed with the LTC and the Sam Karas room, which will be the team room during the visit.
February 4 Academic Senate Meeting
The agenda for our Feb 4 Academic Senate meeting is ready:

http://www.mpcfaculty.net/senate/2-4-10/Agenda2-4-10.htm
As you can see, we’ll be reviewing the 2010-2011 Basic Skills action plan, reviewing the recently revised Shared Governance Handbook, thinking about what the faculty voice should be in the search for new Administrative Services leadership, and starting a conversation about the reviewing the institutional mission and goals that we do every three years. Yes, it’s been three years already.

Chancellor Jack Scott Nov 19 Address to the CCLC: Living in Difficult Times
“Life is difficult. This is a great truth, one of the greatest truths.” Jack Scott begins his keynote address, quoting the well known Scott Peck book The Road Less Traveled (a book I’m very familiar with, thank you very much). It’s an inspirational speech that flows beautifully from a description of the current state of affairs to his ideas on what we must do to respond. Going through it, I had a hard time choosing some quotes that retain the context of his remarks. Nevertheless…. 
“How can we live in difficult times?  We can simply moan and complain and point out how unfairly we have been treated.  Or we can start to turn on one another and engage in the blame game--faculty against administration, staff against the board—and engage in this intramural battle ad nauseum. Someone has well said, “The manners get bad when the food gets scarce.”  But the truth is that neither moaning and complaining nor turning on each other is profitable; in fact, they are self-destructive.  Rather let me suggest three successful approaches we can take in this time of crisis.  I call this “A Blueprint for Success.

“First, we must prioritize.  What would you do if your personal budget were cut by 8%?  I am sure you would look carefully at your expenses and determine what is essential and what could be eliminated.  You would continue to pay the mortgage but probably eliminate expensive vacations and frequent dining out. And so, each college must determine what must be kept and what can be removed.”
If you found Vice Chancellor Patrick Perry’s remarks insightful, perhaps you’d like to read more here about what Chancellor Jack Scott is currently thinking and his “Blueprint for Success”:

http://www.mpcfaculty.net/senate/JackScott/JackScottCCLAnnuaConvention11-19-09.doc
US Secretary of Education Arne Duncan in the Feb 1 New Yorker

Interesting article published here about the new Secretary of Education, Arne Duncan. This is the position that the highly criticized Margaret Spellings used to hold. 

Aside from a lot of basketball talk, the article shows that Duncan is more of a centrist than many of the anti-NCLB folks had hoped, and that Duncan has an awful lot of economic-stimulus funds to hand out. A quote to give you the feel of the article:

“In the fight over education in America today, there are, roughly speaking, two major camps: free-market reformers who believe that competition, choice, and incentives must have a greater part in education; and liberal traditionalists who rally around teachers’ unions and education schools. Obama’s choice of Duncan….was widely viewed as a compromise. But Duncan, who argues for linking teachers’ pay to their students’ performance, is firmly on the market-forces side.”

A lengthy abstract of the article is here:

http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2010/02/01/100201fa_fact_rotella
If you’d like a full copy, let me know and I’ll make one for you.

David Clemens blogging for National Association of Scholars (NAS)

At the Sabbaticals breakout, it was revealed (to me) that David Clemens has been invited to blog for the NAS. Because David is someone who always makes me think, I immediately searched it out. He covers all the topics you might expect David to touch upon, including “you know what”:

http://nasblog.org/author/davidclemens/
But who is the NAS you ask? I wondered myself. They’re the first academic organization that I’ve come across that addresses whether or not it is dangerous to join on their web page:
“Is It Dangerous to join?

It can be. We recognize that graduate students and untenured faculty members run a risk if they join an organization that is famous for challenging campus orthodoxies. So we won't tell your colleagues -- or your dean, and we’ll mail Academic Questions to your home if you wish.” 
Read more about the organization and what they’re up to here:
http://www.nas.org/who.cfm
If you’ve made it this far
I don’t have any new ski pics or anything like that, but here’s a funny(?) story about a hitchhiker I picked up on the way to the ski area in Tahoe recently:

http://www.telemarktalk.com/phpBB/viewtopic.php?t=60550&start=410
