Friends and Colleagues:

We Need At-Large Representative Nominations
Every year, an at-large representative to the Academic Senate is elected by the faculty of MPC. There are three at-large representatives, each serving staggered terms. 

At this time, I am initiating this process by soliciting nominees for the at-large representative. Nominees should come through the divisions or areas represented on the Academic Senate. If you are a faculty member and would like to nominate a full-time faculty member to be the at-large representative, please do so through your division or area Academic Senate representative, or via return e-mail to me.

The nomination period is open until our next Academic Senate meeting on February 15. We will conduct an election to choose the at-large representative during the last two weeks of February. Details on this election process, which will involve depositing ballots in an election box in the library, will be forthcoming.

It is Jonathan Osburg’s at-large term that has ended. He has agreed to be nominated for a second term and participate in the election. It is additional nominees for the election that we are soliciting at this time.

February 15 Academic Senate Meeting

The agenda for our upcoming February 15 Academic Senate meeting is posted here for your perusal and amusement:

http://www.mpcfaculty.net/senate/2-15-07/agenda_2-15-07.htm
What we plan to do on February 15.

We will be discussing the elections of both new representatives to the Academic Senate and the election of officers and a new COC member on March 15.

We will have a second reading of the new Committee on Committees guidelines and procedures. If you think these proposed guidelines and procedures are important, have a look at them here:

http://www.mpcfaculty.net/senate/COC/CommitteeOnCommitteesProcedures.doc
We will have a first reading of our proposed revisions to the Academic Senate bylaws. A version of the proposed changes, which may change slightly as we approach the meeting, is here:

http://www.mpcfaculty.net/senate/Senate%20ByLaws_revision_draft_02_09_07.doc
We will meet with members of the Board Policy on Academic Freedom Committee.

We will meet with Sharon Colton and possibly other members of the web site committee to brainstorm on how the Academic Senate can best assist the efforts to customize the new web site system for MPC.

What we did on February 1
Draft minutes are here:

http://www.mpcfaculty.net/senate/2-1-07/DraftMinutes2007-02-01.doc
-We appointed a committee to review and possibly propose revisions to the MPC Board Policy on Academic Freedom. The committee consists of Dave Clemens, Todd Weber, Paola Gilbert, David Joplin, and Marianne Ide.

-We appointed Randy Smith to work with the technology folks on the new MPC website. Randy was the only faculty member who could attend the daily 9 am meetings of the web site committee. 

-We had a first reading of the proposed Committee on Committees procedures and guidelines.

-We heard from Eleanor Morrice, our student representative, about the need for a faculty advisor on the student government part of their activities. The Academic Senate showed our support for the notion of a faculty member advising the student government portion of the activities of the ASMPC.

-We discussed the upcoming visit on Monday March 19 by California Community College dignitaries Chancellor Mark Drummond, Scott Lay (CCLC), Dr. Larry Toy (FCCC), and ASCCC President Ian Walton. The Academic Senate has been invited by the administration to co-host an open forum to chat with these folks while they are here. If you are especially interested in talking with these folks and/or participating in the open forum, please contact me so that we can set up a timing that will be convenient. I imagine that the forum will be sometime in the afternoon to accommodate as many faculty members as possible.

