Hello All Users, Our first Academic Senate meeting of the year will be a planning retreat Thursday August 31 at 2:30 pm in the Sam Karas Room. We plan to use this time to start the process for developing a vision, goals and objectives for the coming year. Please find an agenda attached.

I, and I hope all of our Academic Senate members, are eager to hear from you. Where should the Academic Senate put its attention this year? I’ve asked many of you this question and have received many thoughtful replies. I’d like to hear more of what you think about directions the Senate should be taking and your opinion about current campus topics, no matter what you think is most important. Please come talk to me or your Academic Senate representative.

One of the things I did last summer to prepare my self for the responsibility of being Academic Senate president was to attend a Senate Leadership Institute presented by the Academic Senate for California Community Colleges (ASCCC). I found the institute to be extremely helpful and the ASCCC to be an incredibly strong and empowering organization filled with clear thinkers. I learned a lot.

What follows is the August update from the ASCCC president, Ian Walton.

Thank you for your attention,

-Fred
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President’s Update

August 2006

The Update is intended to inform local senates of significant issues. Comments may be sent to the Academic Senate at as4ccc@earthlink.net. Please copy and distribute this Update to all faculty! Share it with full- and part-time faculty, as well as with your administration and board.

Welcome back to the start of another wonderful year.  I hope that at least part of your summer was pleasant and relaxing, as the well deserved break between one high energy year and the next.  And I hope that if you somehow missed our successful Leadership Institute in Temecula and Curriculum Institute in San Jose that, at the very least, our end of semester Senate Rostrum (May 2006) provided you with some thought provoking summer reading.

Legislative Alert

AB1943 (Nava) needs one last piece of support.  This bill enables the delegation of approval for stand-alone credit courses to the local curriculum process.  It is supported by the Board of Governors and all system constituency groups.  On August 21 it passed its final legislative hurdle.  Because there may still be opposition from the Department of Finance we are asking that you immediately communicate your support to the Governor.  Go to http://gov.ca.gov/index.php/site/contact-governor for a variety of methods to contact him.

State Budget

By this time you’ve all dissected the state budget and analyzed its effect on your college.  You’ve heard it described as the best community college budget in history.  The highlights include:

· Overall 13% increase from 2006 – 07;

· 2% enrollment growth;

· 5.92% COLA;

· Funds to complete equalization to 90% and enhance the apportionment rate for some non-credit classes.  The implementation details of these two items are contained in SB361 which has not yet been passed by the Legislature;

· Student Fee reduction to $20 effective Spring Semester 2007.

But as always, budget news in our system is schizophrenic.  We’re still woefully underfunded compared to any conceivable comparison benchmark: K-12 or CSU or UC or national averages.  Of more political concern for faculty is the observation that effectively all the “faculty priorities” in the system budget request were deleted somewhere along the way.  This does raise a significant question about whether faculty should support future system consensus on the budget.  Examples include the requests for ongoing funds to:

- Fund part-time faculty office hours;

- Fund part-time faculty benefits;

- Fund part-time faculty salary equity;

- Fund additional full-time faculty positions to achieve “75/25”progress;

- Fund professional development;

- Restore Academic Senate funds cut in mid-year budget reductions.

Is this a disturbingly clear pattern or what?

Graduation Requirements and Basic Skills Success

The Academic Senate’s proposed Title 5 change to raise the minimum graduation requirements in Math and English received its first reading at the Board of Governors meeting on July 10.  It is expected that it will return as an action item in September.  The CEO Board finally joined the trustees, CIOs and CSSOs in a support position, but expressed concern about the implementation date and the effect on the 50% law.

Meanwhile the discussion about what it will take for students to achieve the new standards has produced remarkable activity in the basic skills arena with strategic plan and budget support for the joint proposal from the Academic Senate, and the statewide CIO and CSSO organizations to create a Basic Skills Success Initiative.  The Board of Governors spent an entire day at their July retreat in a wide ranging discussion of basic skills.  Funds have been identified in the 2006 – 07 budget to carry out research that will identify a variety of successful programs and options and that will begin local professional development.  A budget change proposal for the 2007 – 08 budget will request ongoing implementation funds.  This promises to be an exciting, significant project.

Executive Committee Elections

Looking forward to our Fall Plenary Session in Orange County, perhaps the most exciting news is that we expect to hold an election for two Executive Committee positions.  Due to unexpected circumstances, two of the candidates elected in San Francisco in April are unable to serve.  The election process will mirror that normally held in the spring with the opportunity for candidates to submit statements and deliver a speech before the body.  Voting will take place on Saturday, October 28. The positions available are:

South – to fill the remainder of a term expiring in June 2008

At Large – to fill the remainder of a term expiring June 2007 (this means the winner has to run again in Spring 2007 if they wish to continue.)

Community College Ballot Initiative

You will remember that at Spring 2006 Plenary Session a resolution was passed in support of the proposed Community College Ballot Initiative.  The backers re-filed the initiative in July, to place it on the June 2008 ballot.  The revised language lowers student fees from the originally proposed $20 level to $15.  Because of the nature of the session debate we are requesting that anybody who cites Academic Senate support also include the statement that “in addition to supporting the Initiative, the Academic Senate maintains its long-standing position in support of zero fees for California community college students.”

Discussion Forum for Local Senate Questions

We are delighted to report the creation of a Google group to provide an informal forum for the open exchange of questions and answers related to local senate issues.  Many thanks to Steve Gold of Cypress College for setting this up and sharing it with us.  Steve writes:

“The group is an open forum for those who want to share information or opinions about any topic relevant to California community college academic senates.  If you join, you have the option of reading and posting messages on the group website or having them e-mailed to you.  There is no cost, and you can subscribe (join) or unsubscribe anytime you wish.

Either go to

http://groups.google.com/group/CCCSenates  or just go to Google.com, click on "Groups" and search for CCCSenates.”

Upcoming Senate Activities – Mark Your Calendar

October 26 – 28, 2006, Fall Plenary Session, Newport Beach

January 5 - 6, 2007, Accreditation Institute, San Francisco

February 16 – 18, 2007, Teaching Institute, San Jose

March 8 – 10, 2007, Vocational Leadership Seminar, Palm Springs

Spring Plenary Session, April 18 – 21, 2007, San Francisco 

Please note that information about these events is posted on the Senate Website including locations, registration fee, and registration forms.  You are encouraged to sign up as soon as possible as most events have a limited capacity.  

Chairs of Senate Standing Committees for 2006 - 07

Curriculum Committee:  Mark Lieu, Ohlone College

Educational Policies Committee, Standards and Practices Committee:  Greg Gilbert, Copper Mountain College

Counseling and Library Faculty Issues Committee:  Greg Granderson, Santa Rosa Junior College

Equity and Diversity Action Committee:  Lesley Kawaguchi, Santa Monica College

Legislative Committee:  Dan Crump, American River College

Faculty Development Committee:  Phillip Maynard, Mount San Antonio College

Occupational Education Committee:  Shaaron Vogel, Butte College

Technology Committee:  Wheeler North, San Diego Miramar College

Basic Skills Committee, Resolutions Committee:  Paul Starer, Foothill College

Relations with Local Senates Committee:  Michelle Pilati, Rio Hondo College

That’s all for now.  Welcome back.  I look forward to working with you all for another year.

Ian Walton, President 

