August 9, 2010 (Where were you when Jerry Garcia died 15 years ago today?)
Welcome back friends and colleagues,

I hope your summer was fun, refreshing, and all you hoped it would be. Mine was. After feeling pretty burnt at the end of last year, a summer of Shakespeare, a few good books (Wonderful Life, Extinction, and Your Inner Fish), bouts of home improvement, a hike across the Sierra, and a MATE workshop have invigorated me for a fresh semester of teaching about the Earth and Ocean on the Monterey Peninsula. I’m ready and I hope you are too. 

Flex Day: Thursday August 19, 2010

Schedule: http://www.mpcfaculty.net/senate/FlexF10/FlexDayFlyer.htm
The Flex Day Committee, lead by Chris Calima, has assembled what we hope is an informative, engaging, and useful flex day program. We welcome Sarah Mawhirter who will deliver our Keynote Address on “Lies my Women’s Studies Instructors Told Me.” We look forward to learning the truth. The Basic Skills folks also have plans for us, during which they promise interactivity and surprises. It should be fun.

We also have a full selection of breakouts to choose from. 

Along with the usual technology-themed breakouts designed to make your life easier, we a have a selection of intriguing sessions such as “Planning for Success” and “Dealing with Difficult Situations/Students”. Too bad you can’t go to both of those concurrently scheduled sessions. 

Interested in something that directly addresses two of the three R’s? Try “The Reader Across Disciplines” and “The Writer Across Disciplines”. If your students read or write in your class, and you’re wondering what your colleagues think about the topic, these breakouts might be for you. 

Wondering about those health care plan changes? Gary Fuller and representatives from Keenan will try to explain it in “Navigating the MPC Healthcare Plan”. 

Remember hearing about how good last year’s book discussion was? The one where we talked about “Destiny Disrupted: A History of the World through Islamic Eyes”? Well that theme is continued this year with “The History of White People”. If the history of these book club discussions tells us anything, it is that the discussion should be engaging. Some copies might still be available in the Library. Get yours and start reading.

Still need something else to spice up your flex day experience. Join me in PS106. The topic? Find it below…

New Event

Finally, we’re trying something different this year. We have a social event planned Islands Restaurant at the Del Monte Mall 4:30-6:30 pm. A time to pause amidst a week of hectic preparation for the new semester to trade tales of summer adventure might be a welcome respite for all of us. Everybody is welcome.

Thanks, I look forward to seeing all of you.

-Fred

Fall Flex Day 

August 19, 2010

	8:30-9:00 

	Informal Breakfast – Karas Room

	9:00 – 10:00 
LF 103
	
	Presidents’ Address: Academic Senate, MPCTA, CSEA, ASMPC, MPC 

	10:00 – 11:00
LF 103
	
	Keynote Speaker:  Sarah Mawhirter - “Lies My Women’s Studies Instructor Told Me”


	
	
	Morning Break from 11 – 11:15

	11:15 - 12:15 
LF 103
	
	GENERAL SESSION:  The Basic Skills Committee - The Mysteries of Basic Skills

	
	
	Lunch from 12:15-1 in the Caroline Page Garden

	1:00 – 2:00 
	
	Planning for Success

Caroline Carney and faculty who teach BSI level courses

LF 103
	Responding to Difficult Situations 

Crisis and Emergency Response Team

LF 102
	Curricunet Training 

Laura Mock 

till 2:30

LT 216
	Tech Tutoring Drop-in Sessions 

MPC IT staff 

LTC 203/204

	2:00- 3:00 
	
	The Reader Across Disciplines…

Paola Gilbert and Adria Gerard

LF 103
	Technology “Petting Zoo” 

Bruce Wilder and Stephanie Tetter 

Sam Karas


	SLO Workshop 

Alfred Hochstaedter 

PS 106
	Tech Tutoring 

Drop-in Sessions

MPC IT staff 

LTC 203/204

	3:00-4:00 
	
	The Writer Across Disciplines 

Merry Dennehy, Jonathan Osburg, Anita Johnson, Jamie Gerard and Mila MacBain

LF 103
	The History of White People Book Discussion

Caroline Carney, Kendra Cabrera

Elias Kary, and Tom Logan 

LF 102


	Navigating the MPC Healthcare Plan 

Gary Fuller, Helen Thomas, and Walt Pregizer (Keenan representative)
LF 101


	

	4:30 to 6:30 
	
	OPTIONAL SOCIAL: Islands Restaurant Patio at the Del Monte Mall


