Greetings Friends and Colleagues,
Our first Academic Senate agenda is ready for your perusal:

http://www.mpcfaculty.net/senate/9-6-07/agenda9-6-07.htm
As you can see, we’ll be returning to the proposed Academic Freedom policy for at least one more meeting and probably two. More information and a few comments are available on our Academic Senate board policy page:
http://www.mpcfaculty.net/senate/BoardPolicy.htm
Other topics in this message: Flex Day Thank You, SLO Articulation Committee Needs You, and “Let’s Talk About Teaching and Learning.” Please scroll down to those that interest you.

Flex Day Thank You
Thank you to our flex day committees and to all the presenters that really made it happen. The Academic Senate flex day committee is responsible for the content of flex days: Laura Loop, Laurie Buchholz, LaRon Johnson, and Heather Faust. The Staff Development committee sets up the food and logistics: Susan Osorio, Susan Villa, Bill Easton, and Alexis Copeland. These folks have been at it for a while now and we’ve got the flex day thing working smoothly. Thank you to all of the folks who led breakout sessions.
Thank you of course to Doug Garrison for his informative talk and for having the wisdom and foresight to invite Vinnie Soprano for a motivational speech. In case you missed it, or your motivation is waning already, Vinnie’s motivational talk is on our Academic Senate Website. Thank you Vinnie. Check it out and get motivated:
http://www.mpcfaculty.net/senate/home.htm
And finally a huge thank you to Andres Durstenfeld, presenter of our inaugural faculty keynote speech. The content of the talk and the passion with which it was delivered was an inspiration for all. Thank you Andres!

SLO Articulation Committee Needs You
In my address to all of you at flex days, I mentioned that SLOs are now part of our accreditation criteria and that because they are clearly an academic and professional matter, they are the responsibility of the faculty . I asked you for your help. I asked for volunteers to join me in a committee to articulate and define what the SLO process will mean for MPC. Since that time, I have appealed to the Creative Arts division and the Humanities division because faculty members in those divisions have articulated some of the most legitimate and reasoned objections to the SLO process. I’m not saying I necessarily agree with everything they say, but I do think for this process to work at MPC we need to address some of these legitimate concerns as we establish our SLO protocol. 
I am pleased to say that Robynn Smith from Creative Arts has agreed to join me in this effort. As many of you know, Robynn is from the east coast and has a certain toughness about her; she finds politically driven mandates repugnant and will call BS when she sees it. She is keenly aware of the challenges those in the Creative Arts face as they try to articulate exactly what a learning outcome should be in a class where one of the main points is to explore artistic expression. She is also concerned about the administrative burden that SLOs may lead to, especially for those responsible for a high number of different classes. Robynn also believes in faculty talking to each other about teaching and student learning. Welcome Robynn. I hope the SLO procedures and protocol that we eventually recommend will be more workable and acceptable to all because of the perspective you bring to the table.
But I think this job is too big for only two. We need another volunteer or two. There are some TLUs available, already approved in the budget for this year. But exactly how these TLUs should be used has not yet been decided. This group will likely play a role in that decision. We meet Tuesday afternoons at 4. If you’d like to join us, please contact me. This is an ad-hoc Academic Senate subcommittee. Recommendations will go to the Academic Senate.
Bottom Line: SLOs are part of our accreditation criteria. They are a faculty responsibility. If we don’t figure it out for ourselves, somebody else will. And that would be *everybody’s* worst nightmare.

Let’s Talk About Teaching and Learning
These 50-minute sessions are an opportunity for faculty and whoever is interested to get together and talk about teaching. They are grassroots and loosely organized. I hope that session topics naturally evolve from our conversations. They are one avenue to articulate academic excellence at MPC.
During our inaugural “Let’s Talk About Teaching and Learning” breakout session at flex days, the topic of Critical Thinking came up. Dave Clemens asked about what it is we mean by critical thinking? Is it analysis, synthesis, and evaluation from Bloom’s Taxonomy, or is Bloom as outdated as bell-bottoms from the seventies? 

What does critical thinking mean in your classroom? How do your colleagues encourage their students to do it? Come join us to find out. Tell us you’re coming and we’ll provide lunch.
Friday September 7, 1pm 
Sam Karas Room
What does Critical Thinking mean to you and your classroom?

Please contact me if you'd like to come and we'll provide lunch.

 

 

Thursday September 13, 12 noon 
Sam Karas Room
Topic to be determined. More critical thinking?
Please contact me if you'd like to come and we'll provide lunch.

More information, as always, is available from our web site.

http://www.mpcfaculty.net/senate/home.htm
-Fred

MPC Academic Senate President
