Student Learning & Pedagogical Challenges and Choices
To be completed for each class at the end of each semester

Part 2: Assessment of Student Attainment

	Student Learning Outcomes (upon successful completion of this class, students will have demonstrated the ability to….):


	1. Identify and describe the role of supply and demand and equilibrium in a market economy in terms of efficiency advantages as applied to the problem of scarcity. 

2.  Identify and explain different market structures (pure competition, monopoly, monopolistic competition, oligopoly) and the implication of their characteristics on the efficient allocation of scarce resources.

3. Identify and explain market failures and the impact of government regulation.

4. Apply microeconomic concepts to articles about contemporary economic issues from publications like The Wall Street Journal and The New York Times




	Assessment Methods (there should be one or more for each SLO):

	Assignments

SLO 1

SLO 2
SLO 3
SLO4
Complete multiple choice exam questions similar to those used in the “Test of Understanding College Economics” (TUCE) as produced by the Committee on Economic Education of the American Economic Association and the National Council on Economic Education.

X

X
X

Short (paragraph-length) descriptions of Microeconomic concepts and theories.

X

X

Essay length writing responses applying economic concepts to a current popular press journal article from either the Wall Street Journal or The New York Times.

X




	1. Did the students enrolled in this class appear adequately prepared and/or correctly placed? Please explain.

	As in Macroeconomics, students were able to understand the text book and the lectures.  However, there are a few more students that have trouble with graphs, and understanding the subtle concepts behind the graphs.  But, again, the graphing as a skill is only difficult for small percentage of students.


	2. Please evaluate your students’ level of attainment of this course’s SLOs. Use whatever methods are best suited for your course, making sure that the results are comparable from semester to semester.

	Student performance is about 60-70% correct on multiple choice.  The essay questions are driven by certain models, like the pure competition model.  To that end, the students are prepared and class “attention” and “effort” appears to correlate to getting these questions correct.  There seems to be a chunk of students that perform well on these, and then another chunk that seem to have difficulties.  There seems to be an accumulative effect of once they don’t get the beginning, the have difficulty catching up. 


	3. Did you make any substantial pedagogical changes this semester? Please indicate the role that student attainment of your SLOs played in the development of these changes.  

	Several times now, I am stopping “normal class” early and giving a 15 minutes review for those who might feel left behind.  I am not sure if this is helpful.  We’ll see. 


	4. Do you intend to make any substantial pedagogical changes when teaching this class in future? If so, what changes do you intend to make, and why will you make them?

	Well, I am thinking of giving access to online class material to this face-to-face class.  This will allow “stop” / “start” capacity to some of the screen capture lectures.  



