Student Learning & Pedagogical Challenges and Choices
To be completed for each class at the end of each semester
Part 1: Course Information

	Instructor Name:

	Gail Bartow
	Date:
	February 8, 2009


	Course number : 

	Math 20A
	Course Name:
	Calculus

	Semester:

	Fall, 2008
	Section:
	0568


Student Learning & Pedagogical Challenges and Choices
To be completed for each class at the end of each semester

Part 2: Assessment of Student Attainment

	Student Learning Outcomes (upon successful completion of this class, students will have demonstrated the ability to….):


	1. Analyze limits, derivatives, definite and indefinite integrals graphically, algebraically and using the formal definitions.
2. Model and solve problems (including area, volume and work) using derivatives, integrals of algebraic and trigonometric functions and their graphs.



	Assessment Methods (there should be one or more for each SLO):

	Quizzes ( 9 during the semester)
Three exams during the semester.
Final exam



	1. Did the students enrolled in this class appear adequately prepared and/or correctly placed? Please explain.

	Some were prepared, but many students had very weak backgrounds in algebra and trigonometry.  This created significant problems for them.


	2. Please evaluate your students’ level of attainment of this course’s SLOs. Use whatever methods are best suited for your course, making sure that the results are comparable from semester to semester.

	1. The students who had a sold math background and consistently attended class and did the homework were very successful in computing, analyzing and understanding derivatives and integrals.  The less prepared students were struggling to do the mechanics because of poor backgrounds in algebra and trig.
2. Modeling and solving problems using derivatives and integrals also requires algebra and trig skills.  Some students with weak backgrounds were able to succeed, but it required considerable effort to review or learn basic algebra skills while also learning calculus.


	3. Did you make any substantial pedagogical changes this semester? Please indicate the role that student attainment of your SLOs played in the development of these changes.  

	I did not make any major changes in my teaching methods this semester.  I continued with methods that have worked well in the past.


	4. Do you intend to make any substantial pedagogical changes when teaching this class in future? If so, what changes do you intend to make, and why will you make them?

	We are beginning an assessment program in Fall, 2009.  I’m hoping this will help students to get placed in appropriate classes.  
Each semester I look for new ways to explain and illustrate concepts.  This semester I have used some nice interactive computer models for classroom demonstrations.  I’d like to do more of this in future semesters.




