Student Learning & Pedagogical Challenges and Choices
To be completed for each class at the end of each semester
Part 1: Course Information

	Instructor Name:

	Gail Bartow
	Date:
	February 8, 2009


	Course number : 

	Math 31
	Course Name:
	Linear Algebra

	Semester:

	Fall, 2008
	Section:
	0572


Student Learning & Pedagogical Challenges and Choices
To be completed for each class at the end of each semester

Part 2: Assessment of Student Attainment

	Student Learning Outcomes (upon successful completion of this class, students will have demonstrated the ability to….):


	1. Perform operations on matrices in order to solve systems of linear equation and apply matrix theory to model real life situations.
2. Recognize and understand the basic structures of generalized vector spaces including use of linear independence, bases, spanning sets and linear transformations

3. Compose clear and accurate proofs using the concepts of this course.



	Assessment Methods (there should be one or more for each SLO):

	Homework proofs which are graded and returned to students (eighteen proofs during the semester)
Six exams during the semester.
Final exam


	1. Did the students enrolled in this class appear adequately prepared and/or correctly placed? Please explain.

	Yes, most of them were prepared for the course.


	2. Please evaluate your students’ level of attainment of this course’s SLOs. Use whatever methods are best suited for your course, making sure that the results are comparable from semester to semester.

	1. Most of the students were very successful in learning to work with matrices, solve systems of equations and use these skills for applications.
2. Vector spaces are very difficult to understand.  Some students were very successful, others had a minimal understanding.  

3. There was significant progress during the semester as the students learned to write proofs.  Some go quite good at it, others continued to struggle.


	3. Did you make any substantial pedagogical changes this semester? Please indicate the role that student attainment of your SLOs played in the development of these changes.  

	I did not make any major changes in my teaching methods this semester.  I continued with methods that have worked well in the past.


	4. Do you intend to make any substantial pedagogical changes when teaching this class in future? If so, what changes do you intend to make, and why will you make them?

	I would like to include the use of computer software when working with matrices.  This was not possible this semester because I was in a classroom that did not have computer access.



