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Part 2: Assessment of Student Attainment

	Student Learning Outcomes (upon successful completion of this class, students will have demonstrated the ability to….):


	1. Study and apply the standards of the scientific method to make good choices regarding personal health care, including alternative health care methods.

2. Identify basic female anatomy and physiology.

Explain women’s health care needs and major health issues both biologically and socially.


	Assessment Methods (there should be one or more for each SLO):

	Final grades in this class are based on: quizzes (10 to 20 pts) on each lecture topic, homework assignments on each lecture topic, a written report on a topic of the student’s choice, and a take home final exam in which the students choose four from a list of about 30 questions, designed to show whether the students have the basic information to answer the questions, and are able to justify the choices they would make in specific situations.

SLO # 1. Study and apply the standards of the scientific method to make good choices regarding personal health care, including alternative health care methods. 

Assessment is based on homework and quizzes from most of our lectures, but especially from:

Introductory lecture (scientific method, epidemiology and health care research), lectures on menstruation, reproductive health issues, cancer, heart disease, nutrition, stress, cosmetics safety, infectious diseases, nutrition, environmental toxins, menopause, and aging. Each lecture includes information on potential alternative health care methods and their potential risks, commonly used herbs, where chiropractic and acupuncture are useful, the 

The final exam includes some choices regarding alternative medicine choices.

SLO # 2. Identify basic female anatomy and physiology.

Assessment is based on homework and quizzes from lectures on anatomy and physiology, menstruation, pregnancy and birth, and reproductive health issues.

SLO# 3. Explain women’s health care needs and major health issues both biologically and socially.

Assessment of this SLO is based on homework and quizzes from every single lecture topic.

In addition, the report and essay final exam that each student writes allows us to see whether the student is able to make the connection between the biological and social components of health.




	1. Did the students enrolled in this class appear adequately prepared and/or correctly placed? Please explain.

	Since we have no pre-requisites, there is a wide range of abilities in the students who take this class. Some of them have very poor English skills. We require that the students write a lot, but do not grade them on the quality of that writing (although we do make corrections.)

The class is designed so that even a person with minimal English skills can succeed if he/she is diligent and does the assigned work.

In general, the students coming into the class are adequately prepared, but we have one or two students each term lacking in study skills. By doing the homework they are preparing for the quizzes, so we are actually teaching them how to study. We assume that their English skills must improve by writing and speaking in class. 



	2. Please evaluate your students’ level of attainment of this course’s SLOs. Use whatever methods are best suited for your course, making sure that the results are comparable from semester to semester.

	Looking at quiz scores and the final, it appears that we are attaining the SLOs for a majority of students. Grades were good, overall.

SLO # 2, Identify basic female anatomy and physiology, is where quiz scores have been consistently lowest, with an average of around 60%.


	3. Did you make any substantial pedagogical changes this semester? Please indicate the role that student attainment of your SLOs played in the development of these changes.  

	For fall of 08 we added several larger handouts with diagrams of male and female reproductive anatomy, and a list of the parts and their functions. Previously, these were included in the PowerPoint presentations only.

We printed the diagrams twice: once with labels and once without. This helped increase the ability of some students to correctly label the parts, since they had a practice sheet. Grades were up to around 72% on the reproductive anatomy quizzes. However, in Fall of ’08 we had a larger number of students who had already taken anatomy 5, so that could have increased the scores. 

	4. Do you intend to make any substantial pedagogical changes when teaching this class in future? If so, what changes do you intend to make, and why will you make them?

	I think that some people have difficulty with interpreting a black and white diagram, so I will incorporate three D views of both male and female reproductive anatomy and will spend more time on the other organs inside the abdominopelvic cavity, which can be confusing. I will use the plastic human model from the anatomy lab as well. 

I also intend to have them use colored pencils to color in the parts on a black and white diagram.




