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	Course SLOs or supporting objectives (one or more) to be evaluated this semester

	· Demonstrate the ability to form a provable thesis, develop it through factual research and distinguish between fact and opinion. 

· Demonstrate the ability to be conscious of multiple factors affecting both verbal and written communication.

· Recognize the nature of persuasion in written, visual and oral argument.


	Evaluation Methods for the SLO(s) or Supporting Objective(s)

	I put a variety of assessment methods to use for each of the learning outcomes. I keep detailed records in my grade book and can provide them upon request. My assessment of the basic levels of attainment of my 24 English 1A students in the Summer 2009 course, section #8391 for each SLO are as follows:

1. For the ability to form a provable thesis, develop it through factual research and distinguish between fact and opinion: After a lecture covering the basics of thesis statement development, I lead the class in a series of exercises that require them to identify, from a group of potential thesis statements, the most effective, provable thesis statements. I also conduct an exercise that contrasts statements of fact and statements of opinion and contrasts both with good thesis statements. After this, students are assigned exercises for homework, which I evaluate the next week. I also assess my students’ ability to form good theses and distinguish between fact and opinion when I evaluate their essays, both in-class and take-home, each of which should contain a provable thesis and demonstrate the ability to distinguish between fact and opinion.  Based on the average of all student scores on all essays and thesis-related assignments, I would estimate the achievement of that part of the objective to be approximately 87%. With regards to the research aspect of this objective, I can evaluate two factors as part of my assessment: an extensive research project, including library visit and follow-up worksheets and their final research paper. When I average together the scores, I can estimate the achievement of that part of the objective to be approximately 86%.
2. For the ability to be conscious of multiple factors affecting both verbal and written communication: This objective seems so broad and general that I can only imagine evaluating it as part of my students’ overall success in meeting the requirements of my course. Because they are required to engage in both oral presentations and written work in my class, and because I have several opportunities to evaluate both their communication skills and their ability to interpret the meanings of the communications of others, I can estimate this objective by considering my evaluation of those activities. In this case, based on an average of all student scores, I would say that the level of achievement of this objective by this class is approximately 84%.

3. For the ability to recognize the nature of persuasion in written, visual and oral argument: The best measure of the achievement of this objective seems to me to be a combination of student scores on Essay #1 (which asks students to evaluate an argument) and their work on assignments which focus on logic and reasoning. The average of student scores on these activities for this class is 85%.

	Brief summary of evaluation results 

	Overall, I was very pleased with the achievements of this class. It was my first English 1A class at MPC and, though I have some concerns about the SLOs themselves (#2 seems particularly vague to me), I am confident that my students were provided ample opportunities to acquire the skills and knowledge they needed to move on to English 2 and college writing in general. It was a successful class all around, and I greatly enjoyed teaching it. 

	How do you plan to use the evaluation results to improve student learning.

	My priority needs to be clarification (for myself) of the SLOs themselves. Beyond that, I will strive to adjust my pedagogy and assessment methods to the particular situation and needs of any further English 1A classes.


