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Part 1: Course Information

	Instructor Name:
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	Date:
	June, 2008


	Course number : 

	Geol 2/2L
	Course Name:
	Introductory Geology and Lab

	Semester:

	Sp 2008
	Section:
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Part 2: Assessment of Student Attainment

	Student Learning Outcomes (upon successful completion of this class, students will have demonstrated the ability to….):


	(1) explain earth features in terms of geologic processes and human influences, 

(2) use observations of surface features and outcrops to interpret basic geologic history and processes.


	Assessment Methods (there should be one or more for each SLO):

	


	1. Did the students enrolled in this class appear adequately prepared and/or correctly placed? Please explain.

	Yes.  I don't personally require much math in my class and, when it is included, we complete it as a group.  This way, students who are a little rusty with their math skills aren't intimidated and don't feel "tested" on their math ability.  As for the English/writing skills of the students, I have found most of the skills to be more than adequate.  


	2. Please evaluate your students’ level of attainment of this course’s SLOs. Use whatever methods are best suited for your course, making sure that the results are comparable from semester to semester.

	I have found that this specific group of students has been very successful in attaining the SLOs for the class.  The two students that did not do well simply did not attend class regularly or complete the assignments.



	3. Did you make any substantial pedagogical changes this semester? Please indicate the role that student attainment of your SLOs played in the development of these changes.  

	I did make changes: Increased out-of-class exercises where students identified geologic features in their own community and photographed and sketched it for in-class review (this was particularly fun).  I also included a "pick your favorite topic" research lab activity where students selected something they've always been interested in (this class: Niagara Falls, "Deadly Lakes", Death Valley, etc.") and did online, in-class research on the earth science aspects of these topics.  After typing up some notes, the gave a ten-minute presentation in class that same day.  This was a huge success!



	4. Do you intend to make any substantial pedagogical changes when teaching this class in future? If so, what changes do you intend to make, and why will you make them?

	I plan to increase the amount of map reading in the class by incorporating them into as many topics as possible (not just for a single lab) since maps can tie together many aspects of geology (identifying features, using unit conversion, visualizing what is covered in class [i.e., the contour lines on a topo map near a stream will always point to the source of the stream]) and seems to increase understanding for more "visual" learners.  I also am going to try to include more coverage of current events.  I have found that the "standard" example are good, but the events are today are somewhat more engaging.



