Part 1: Course Information

	Instructor Name:

	Laura Loop
	Date: 
	06/05/08


	Course number : 

	Nur 252
	Course Name:
	Physical Assessment

	Semester:

	Spring 2008
	Section:
	5370


Student Learning & Pedagogical Challenges and Choices
To be completed for each class at the end of each semester

Part 2: Assessment of Student Attainment

	Student Learning Outcomes (upon successful completion of this class, students will have demonstrated the ability to….):


	Upon successful completion of this class, students will be able to perform a physical assessment on clients of all ages and cultural backgrounds in the acute care setting.


	Assessment Methods (there should be one or more for each SLO):

	· Written multiple choice exercise in NCLEX-style

· Return demonstration of head-to-toe assessment

· Documentation of assessment scenarios




	1. Did the students enrolled in this class appear adequately prepared and/or correctly placed? Please explain.

	Yes.  All students were enrolled in the nursing program and had successfully completed at least one core nursing course.  Of the 21 students in the class, 16 were first year students (5 were second year).  One student had already been identified in the clinical setting in previous courses as having problems with written documentation.


	2. Please evaluate your students’ level of attainment of this course’s SLOs. Use whatever methods are best suited for your course, making sure that the results are comparable from semester to semester.

	Only 2 of the 21 students achieved less than 75% on the written exercise. One of them had poor attendance; the other has struggled in other nursing courses due to language barrier.   
All students (including the student with language barrier) were able to return demonstrate the assessment techniques taught in class, although many (more than half) required prompting to include all pertinent techniques and to identify reportable variations from normal or expected patient findings.
The documentation of an assessment scenario was acceptable for all students with minor suggestions for completeness.


	3. Did you make any substantial pedagogical changes this semester? Please indicate the role that student attainment of your SLOs played in the development of these changes.  

	This was the first semester I used a performance-based assessment. The content was taught by video, lecture and demonstration, followed by lab practice.

This was also the first semester I narrowed the focus to “acute care” skills versus general/health promotion skills. This was based on feedback from students and other faculty that students needed greater hands-on practice with the most common skills required of entry level Associate Degree graduates who usually begin their careers in hospital settings.  


	4. Do you intend to make any substantial pedagogical changes when teaching this class in future? If so, what changes do you intend to make, and why will you make them?

	I intend to provide more NCLEX-style written practice questions based on physical assessment. I’ll assign them prior to class and we’ll review in class.  I also intend to hold several practice sessions near the end of the course (prior to the actual return demo) so students can perform all pertinent head-to-toe assessment techniques and identify deviations from expected findings without excessive prompting. For the performance assessment, I plan to use our sim lab for a computerized simulation and to develop a rubric of “critical behaviors” to better quantify the extent to which students met the SLO.



