Student Learning & Pedagogical Challenges and Choices
To be completed for each class at the end of each semester
Why fill out this form?

It is an effort to promote dialog among faculty about what MPC students should be able to do as they exit our courses. The Academic Senate asks that you use this form to promote this dialog. We hope that, as a result of using this form, conversations will develop between instructors who teach within disciplines, in related disciplines, in courses that are sequential within a program, and across MPC. We hope the conversations reveal greater insight into student achievement of faculty-designed objectives and outcomes and ultimately lead to improvement in student learning. The value is in the dialog.

The Academic Senate considers the use of this form a “pilot project” for the first two semesters. Part I, with specific class records and information, is for faculty record-keeping purposes only. To preserve anonymity, it should stay with the instructor. Part II, with the four questions about student achievement of SLOs, is intended for both record keeping and encouraging dialog with colleagues. The Academic Senate would like to collect samples of the second page from a variety of faculty members willing to share on a voluntary basis. The information will be anonymously shared so that other faculty members might learn from their colleagues’ efforts and hopefully stimulate further dialog about student learning.

Remember, for our accreditation self study and site visit, evidence is required to show that MPC is evaluating student attainment of SLOs. Examples of Part II, shared on a voluntary and anonymous basis, will help provide this evidence. In addition, completion of Part II will signal that assessment of course SLOs has occurred for our yearly report to the accrediting agency.

Part 1: Course Information

	Instructor Name:

	Laurie Buchholz
	Date:
	June 18, 2008


	Course number : 

	SSKD 305
	Course Name:
	Applied English Study Skills

	Semester:

	Spring
	Section:
	4949


Student Learning & Pedagogical Challenges and Choices
To be completed for each class at the end of each semester

Part 2: Assessment of Student Attainment

	Student Learning Outcomes (upon successful completion of this class, students will have demonstrated the ability to….):


	1. Identify their individual English-related academic strengths and problem areas.

2. Apply academic strategies to maximize their individual strengths and excel in college-level coursework.




	Assessment Methods (there should be one or more for each SLO):

	Journal entries, skills inventories, theoretical and practical exercises, summaries, essays, skill demonstrations, exit interviews.


	1. Did the students enrolled in this class appear adequately prepared and/or correctly placed? Please explain.

	Yes, except for two students who had insufficient reading abilities. 


	2. Please evaluate your students’ level of attainment of this course’s SLOs. Use whatever methods are best suited for your course, making sure that the results are comparable from semester to semester.

	Only 50% of students succeeded in the course, which I define as having earned credit. (This is a credit/no-credit course.) I’m not pleased with these results. 


	3. Did you make any substantial pedagogical changes this semester? Please indicate the role that student attainment of your SLOs played in the development of these changes.  
No, I didn’t make pedagogical changes—this was my third semester using these learning modules, and although I revised elements within the modules, I wouldn’t consider any of the changes substantial. I was generally pleased with the success rates in previous semesters (approx. 70%), so I thought I was building upon that success.  

I think the biggest change this semester is that TRiO has a growing number of students who use the TRiO Learning Center, many on a non-credit basis, which makes me much busier helping students who drop in for help on papers. This means I’ve done less calling and emailing to follow up with students who fall behind. The email class lists on the MPC website could help me maintain more regular contact. And, for next fall, I’ve found an instructional assistant who can respond to students’ papers. That should free me to engage more with the SSKD 305 students. 

	4. Do you intend to make any substantial pedagogical changes when teaching this class in future? If so, what changes do you intend to make, and why will you make them?

	Yes! I plan to revise the course entrance interview to elicit more information and hope to group students according to major and/or interests. Even though this is a self-paced course, they benefit from engaging with other students. I plan to offer interactive workshops in addition to the existing one: one instruction. We have new basic skills software and I’ve chosen a new textbook that I’m excited about trying (Essential Study Skills.) I will incorporate activities from the software and the textbook into the existing modules.
I’m also considering requiring a written capstone assignment. The oral exit interview feels a bit too informal; a written review of the semester would probably be more useful for students and more informative for me. Perhaps I’ll put together a rubric and allow students to choose whether to complete it as an exit interview or a term paper. This summer, I’ll research the topic of “final” assessments in study skills courses. 



