Student Learning & Pedagogical Challenges and Choices
To be completed for each class at the end of each semester
Why fill out this form?

It is an effort to promote dialog among faculty about what MPC students should be able to do as they exit our courses. The Academic Senate asks that you use this form to promote this dialog. We hope that, as a result of using this form, conversations will develop between instructors who teach within disciplines, in related disciplines, in courses that are sequential within a program, and across MPC. We hope the conversations reveal greater insight into student achievement of faculty-designed objectives and outcomes and ultimately lead to improvement in student learning. The value is in the dialog.

The Academic Senate considers the use of this form a “pilot project” for the first two semesters. Part I, with specific class records and information, is for faculty record-keeping purposes only. To preserve anonymity, it should stay with the instructor. Part II, with the four questions about student achievement of SLOs, is intended for both record keeping and encouraging dialog with colleagues. The Academic Senate would like to collect samples of the second page from a variety of faculty members willing to share on a voluntary basis. The information will be anonymously shared so that other faculty members might learn from their colleagues’ efforts and hopefully stimulate further dialog about student learning.

Remember, for our accreditation self study and site visit, evidence is required to show that MPC is evaluating student attainment of SLOs. Examples of Part II, shared on a voluntary and anonymous basis, will help provide this evidence. In addition, completion of Part II will signal that assessment of course SLOs has occurred for our yearly report to the accrediting agency.

Part 1: Course Information

	Instructor Name:


	Yesenia Calderón
	Date:
	June 11, 2008


	Course number : 


	WOMN 33
	Course Name:
	Mexican American Women

	Semester:


	Spring 2008
	Section:
	5321


Student Learning & Pedagogical Challenges and Choices
To be completed for each class at the end of each semester

Part 2: Assessment of Student Attainment

	Student Learning Outcomes (upon successful completion of this class, students will have demonstrated the ability to….):


	1. Explain the history and cultural contributions of Mexican American women in both the personal and public spheres.

2. Describe the issues of daily life and struggles for survival, resistance, and social change.

3. Analyze how race, class, and gender interact with American culture and obstruct our understanding of and connection with ourselves and each other.

4. Compare and contrast the diverse experiences of Mexican American women.

5. Recognize the ways in which Mexican women have overcome obstructions to gain a greater sense of themselves.



	Assessment Methods (there should be one or more for each SLO):

	1. Writing Reflections:  Write several writing reflections throughout the semester that demonstrate knowledge on assigned readings.  Students must also make connections to class discussions, lectures, and personal experience.  (Covers SLO’s 1-5)
2. Essay#1:   Research paper on a Mexican American woman who has made cultural contributions to United States history in the public and personal sphere. (Covers SLO’s 1, 2, & 4) 
3. Essay#2:  Research a topic that we have discussed in class.  The essay must include a critical analysis of the issue and a self-reflective analysis that provides a rich connection to the experiences of Mexican American women.  Provide a conclusion that gives a solution (if possible) to the issue.  When writing the essay, keep in mind how issues of racism, sexism, heterosexism, or classism are tied to the topic.  (Covers SLO’s 2, 3, 4, & 5)
4. Oral history paper and presentation:  Interview a woman of Mexican decent whose life experience you would like to record.  Select a person who has something significant to tell, who has a good memory, and who is willing to talk to you.  The Oral History paper must include issues of racism, sexism, classism, and or heterosexism in addition to other important aspects of their lives.   Write a paper of at least 8-10 pages, typed and double-spaced, that will serve as the documentation of your interview.  Students will present their oral histories during the last two weeks of class. (Covers SLO’s 2, 3, 4, & 5)


	1. Did the students enrolled in this class appear adequately prepared and/or correctly placed? Please explain.

	Not all students were academically prepared.  I had a few students that were having difficulty with the writing aspect of the assignments.  I referred them to the English Skills Center for further writing assistance.  


	2. Please evaluate your students’ level of attainment of this course’s SLOs. Use whatever methods are best suited for your course, making sure that the results are comparable from semester to semester.

	The majority of the students did pretty well, especially with the Oral History assignment.  For the other assignments, I allowed students to rewrite their papers if I felt they were not grasping the assignment.  Some students took advantage of this and delivered a well written paper that satisfied the SLO’s.


	3. Did you make any substantial pedagogical changes this semester? Please indicate the role that student attainment of your SLOs played in the development of these changes.  

	Yes, this semester I had students bring their rough drafts of Essay #1 and #2 to class.  I had them exchange papers with a partner for peer feedback.  In addition to that, I offered to look at rough drafts for instructor feedback.  This allowed the students to get peer and instructor feedback before the assignment was due.  


	4. Do you intend to make any substantial pedagogical changes when teaching this class in future? If so, what changes do you intend to make, and why will you make them?

	Yes, as in every semester I must be prepared to alter my pedagogy from what worked and what did not.  Peer and instructor feedback on student essays worked well for students who took advantage of this process.  In the future, I would like to continue using this practice and also consider inviting a representative from the English Skills Center to come to class and discuss how they can help students be successful in their writing assignments.  Also, offer additional class time dedicated to understanding how issues discussed in class tie into the assignments.  



