Student Learning & Pedagogical Challenges and Choices
To be completed for each class at the end of each semester

	Instructor Name:
	Heather Faust
	Date:
	May 16, 2008


	Course number : 
	ANAT 1
	Course Name:
	General Human Anatomy

	Semester:
	S 2008
	Section:
	4003 & 5046


	Student Learning Outcomes:

	SLO 1:  Using appropriate terminology, describe structures within each of the eleven organ systems and explain relationships between anatomical arrangement and fundamental physiological processes.

SLO 2:  Interpret specific health disorders by applying knowledge of normal anatomical structure and function.



	Assessment Methods (there should be one or more for each SLO):

	Four mid-terms and one cumulative final lecture examination, each exam includes multiple-choice, matching, short answer questions, and drawings.

Student surveys.


	1. Did the students enrolled in this class appear adequately prepared and/or correctly placed? Please explain.

	Some.  

Many students did not have the study skills necessary to succeed in this class.  

The large class size and absence of pre-requisite contribute to a wide range of readiness among ANAT 1 students.

Students seem to be most successful if they have:  1) previously completed a degree (regardless of the field of study); 2) some science background (academic and/or career); 3) completed ANAT 5; and/or if they have 4) strong study and/or organizational skills.  

I include study strategies in my green sheet, I distribute study guides for each chapter, and I review test taking strategies prior to exam #1.  I also make myself very available to students.  Typically, if a student takes advantage of my office hours and open lab times, they are able to improve their performance on exams by at least one letter grade.  

	2. Please evaluate your students’ level of attainment of this course’s SLOs. Use whatever methods are best suited for your course, making sure that the results are comparable from semester to semester.

	74% (section 4003) and 77% (section 5046) of the students enrolled at the end of the semester earned passing grades (C or above).

____% of the students enrolled at the end of the semester stated that they had reached SLO 1 (data not yet available)

____% of the students enrolled at the end of the semester stated that they had reached SLO 2 (data not yet available)

	3. Did you make any substantial pedagogical changes this semester? If so, what were the changes, and why did you make them? Please indicate the role that student attainment of your SLOs played in the development of these changes.  

	Yes.  I added a fourth mid-term this semester, in response to previous student comments.  Students seemed to enjoy this format, however, the grading load is somewhat unrealistic at times.  It is not clear if having more mid-terms improved overall attainment of class SLO’s.

I will explore the possibility of smaller tests or quizzes throughout the semester.  However, I would probably need a third hour of lecture instruction to accomplish all of my testing, review, and discussion goals.  I believe that increasing contact time in lecture would be highly beneficial.



	4. Do you intend to make any substantial pedagogical changes when teaching this class in future? If so, what changes do you intend to make, and why will you make them?

	Next semester I have a student formally enrolled to be an SI leader in ANAT 1.  I am optimistic that this will have a positive effect on student performance.

Furthermore, I will be using a new textbook during the Fall 2008 semester.  I hope that this book will offer greater clarity, improved images, and more practical study tips to my students.


