ACCJC Evaluation Team Visits
2002 Standards of Accreditation

Student Achievement and Student Learning Outcomes:

What Accreditation Teams Would Ideally Find

(This document was given to Doug Garrison by the WASC folks as part of his training to be on an accreditation team for another college. No date is given on the document.)

The core mission of community and two year colleges is education of its students. An effective institution is one that collects and uses data in assessing its own effectiveness, and develops and implements continuous plans to improve student achievement and student learning. Ideally, then, accrediting teams could hope to finding [sic] information on student achievement and on student learning outcomes.
Teams conducting Pilot Evaluation Visits in Spring 2004 are asked to comment on the institutions’ progress in incorporating all of the Standards’ requirements about student learning outcomes into their reports. Below are some suggestions for how teams might find information on both achievement and learning outcomes.

Information on Student Achievement: (i.e., student progress through the institution)

Evidence that the college has capacity to collect, does collect, and uses in its own evaluation and planning processes, to collect data on student achievement and does so regularly [sic]. This includes data on:

· Student preparedness for college, including performance on placement tests and/or placement

· Student learning needs (i.e., local employment training needs, transfer education needs, basic skills needs, etc.)

· Course completion data

· Data on student progression to the next course/next level of course

· Data on student program (major) completion

· Data on student graduation rate

· Data on student transfer to a four-year institution

· Data on student job placements

Information on Student Learning Outcomes: (i.e, student mastery of knowledge, skills, abilities, competencies, etc. identified by those designing the educational experiences of the college).

Evidence the Student Learning outcomes are defined 
· By course

· By program

· By degree (including General Education Requirements)

· At the appropriate level of inclusion for the SLOs for courses, programs and degrees.

· In terms of how institutional processes can be oriented to better support learning.

Evidence the Student Learning outcomes are defined and disseminated

· By course

· By program

· By degree (including General Education Requirements)

Evidence that students are learning

· Samples of student work/performance (recitals, projects, capstone courses, etc.)

· Summary data on measured student learning outcomes

· Measurement and analysis of student attainment of SLOs

Evidence the SLOs are measured and the measurements are analyzed in order to 

· Inform pedagogy and help improve educational services

· Evaluate institutional effectiveness and plan institutional improvements

· The rubrics created to describe SLOs and related measurement strategies

· The ways in which specific pedagogical practices are changed in response to analyses of SLOs.

· Analyses of SLO attainment used on the Program/Unit Review process to improve student learning, programs, and services.

