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Computer Science
Department is Programming

for Success
By Shelby Lehman

Monterey Peninsula College
is providing top quality edu-
cation and extensive career
opportunities to those inter-
ested in a technical career
path. With classes in C++,
UNIX, Java, and network-
ing, the Computer Science
and Information Systems
department offers compre-
hensive programs leading
to transfer, vocational and job training in

a number of areas. The knowledge and
expertise of the instructors have led many
students to lucrative careers within the
Computer Science industry. Josh Reynolds,
Michal Osiadacz, and Lucas Oliveira are just
three Computer Science students who are
programming their way to success.

Josh Reynolds attended classes at MPL
while he was a senior at Pacific Grove High
School. He wanted to take higher level com-
puter classes that weren't available to him at
the high school level. Following high school
graduation, Reynolds became a full-time stu-
dent at MPC. Josh has always been interest-
ed in Computer Science and was happy that
MPC provided the opportunity he needed to
pursue his goals.

After taking the Beginning and Advanced C++
programming classes at MPC, Reynolds was
able to get a job with the U.S. Army devel-
oping the official game of the Army called
“America’s Army,” a first-person shooter
genre game, played by millions all over the
world. He also worked as a programmer
developing real life weapons, training mis-
sions, and user interfaces to prepare troops
for the real thing. Reynolds went through
military training to learn the reality of being
in the Army so he could better depict in
virtual reality how each aspect was in real
life. “l would have never had this opportunity
if it weren't for the classes | took at MPC,”
said Reynolds.

“| am better prepared today to go on and
attend a four-year university than | was back
when | graduated high school,” Reynolds
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said about his plans to obtain a bachelor’s in
computer science. He gives a lot of credit to
his programming instructor, Tom Rebold, say-
ing, “He was very mindful-of his students and
wanted them to succeed in whatever path
they were trying to go down.”

Another one of Rebold’s
students is going

down another path

with the experience he
gained at MPC. Michal
Osiadacz is using the
skills he learned at MPC
in his current posi-

tion as an Interface
Systems Analyst in the
Information Technology
Department at the
Community Hospital of
the Monterey Peninsula.
He is responsible for the
integration of the infor-
mation systems across
the hospital.

Michal moved from Poland with his wife to
her hometown — Monterey. He was working
at CHOMP in the Information Technology
department when he wanted to take the next
step in his career. He decided to attend MPC
because of the choice of classes, the price
and the easy access. After taking only a few
computer programming classes, he was able
to fulfill the requirements of an Analyst posi-
tion, apply and start work in his current job.

Osiadacz praised Rebold's teaching abilities.
“He did a marvelous job of diversifying the
difficulty level in his classes, spending extra
time with those students who needed it, but
also providing very interesting challenges to
students who breezed through the material.”
Michal added that it was not an easy task due
to the complexity of the subject. Michal is
planning to transfer to a four-year university.

Lucas Oliveira is an MPC graduate who trans-
ferred to Cal Poly San Luis Obispo to pursue

a degree in Electrical Engineering. He chose
MPC for its affordability, location, and educa-
tional opportunities. Oliveira grew up on the
Monterey- Peninsula and took a-year off of high
school to save money in order to pay for his
higher education. Lucas received an AS Degree
from MPC, fulfilling all of the general education
requirements and taking courses in Calculus,
Physics, Circuit Analysis, and Computer
Programming.

Before starting classes at Cal Poly, Oliveira was
concerned that the “Junior College” stigma
would hurt his chances for success at a higher
level. The results have been just the opposite.
He found that the education he received at a
community college was equal, and much more
affordable, to what his fellow classmates had
received.
“You are as
smart as you
want to be,”
Oliveira said.
He was not
intimidated
by the stu-
dents who
started out
at a four-
year uni-
versity, and
soon realized
he could
compete and N

excel at any Lucas Oliveira

level. Though

he has not graduated yet, he has received
job offers from companies such as Lockheed
Martin and Luminate.

Lucas credits his success to Rebold and to
many different instructors and staff at MPC.

He feels like “MPC was looking out for people
like me - people who might have seen a detour
on their path to higher education. | have been
thrown in with the cream of the crop and con-
tinued to excel. | have seen how motivation
and dedication can allow anyone to succeed.”




